
The Two Treatises
Lesson 39

The “Jerusalem Conference”
Acts 15:1-35

Introduction

Another “internal threat” arises to threaten the N.T. church...this time, it is much more serious than the first
“threat”  (cp. 6:1-6).  This one is endangering souls and unsettling believers  (vv. 1, 24).  Using some round
figures, it has been at least 20 years since the church began...maybe even longer.  This was an issue that
needed to be resolved – not only for the troubled souls, but also for the future of the church.

The Conference  (15:1-29)

  1) What is recorded in v. 1?  How does this verse tell us the degree of importance this had?

  2) What did Paul & Barnabas do?  (v. 2a)  What “decision” was made?  (v. 2b)

  3) Was this strictly a “human” decision?  (cp. Gal. 2:2a)  How long had it been since Paul was last in
Jerusalem?  (Gal. 2:1a)  Who was one of the “certain others” who accompanied Paul &
Barnabas?  (Gal. 2:1b)

  4) What do Paul & Barnabas do on their way to Jerusalem?  (v. 3)  What happens when they arrive in
Jerusalem?  (v. 4; Gal. 2:7-10)

  5) How did the Jews present their position?  (v. 5)  Thought question:  given their words, why would
it be extremely important to resolve this dispute correctly?
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  6) What did Paul & Barnabas think about this?  (Gal. 2:3-5)

  7) Who was in charge of this “conference?”  (v. 6)

  8) Who was the first to speak, and what did he say?  (vv. 7-11)

  9) Who spoke next, and what did they say?  (v. 12)

10) Who spoke last, and what did he say?  (vv. 13-18)

11) Biblical authority is central to understanding & practicing N.T. religion  (cp. Col. 3:17).  It must be
established by:  a) either a direct command from God; b) by examples of 1st century saints under
the approval and guidance of Holy Spirit-led apostles; or c) by a necessary inference (conclusion
from a given context).  This text illustrates how any issue is resolved…adhering to Biblical authority.
Complete the chart below to show how such authority was established and accepted re: the issue
of Gentile Christians and circumcision.

Biblical Authority Established By

Approved Example
Peter’s words  (vv. 7-11)

Necessary Conclusion
Paul & Barnabas’ words  (v. 12)

Direct Command
James’ words  (vv. 13-18)
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12) What “judgment” was made based on the “presentations?”  (vv. 19-20a)  Upon what basis was this
“conclusion” reached?  (vv. 20b-21)

13) Who was chosen to carry the letter to the Gentile Christians?  (v. 22)  Briefly summarize the letter.
(vv. 23-29)

Returning From The Conference  (15:30-35)

14) Arriving back in Antioch, what happened?  (vv. 30-33)  What did Paul & Barnabas do afterwards?
(v. 35)
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