
The Two Treatises
Lesson 53

Paul In Jerusalem & Caesarea
Acts 23

Introduction

Unable to determine why trouble seemed to follow Paul, the Roman commander in charge of the apostle’s
safety brings him before the Jewish Sanhedrin, no doubt hoping to find answers there.  However, not even
the Council could come to agreement.  The Jews again attempt to take Paul’s life (vv. 12-15).  It appeared
the commander’s only option was to remove Paul from Jerusalem.  He sends him to Caesarea (Roman
capital of Judea).  Paul’s fate will now be decided by Felix, the governor.

In Jerusalem  (23:1-30)

  1) As Paul is brought before the Council, what were his first words?  (v. 1)  Thought questions:  how
does this harmonize with what we know about Paul’s prior actions from 7:58; 8:1, 3; 9:1-2; and
22:19-20?  What does this tell us about the human conscience, especially as a “guide” for religious
matters?

  2) What did the high priest think of Paul’s opening statement?  (v. 2)  How did Paul reply?  (vv. 3-5)

  3) What did Paul recognize about the makeup of the Council?  (v. 6a)  What did he do as a result?
(vv. 6b-8)

  4) What outcome did Paul’s statement produce?  (v. 9)
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  5) Again, who had to intervene?  (v. 10a)  Thought question:  if you were this Roman commander,
what might have been some of your thoughts about Paul?  (cp. 21:30-36; 22:22-23)

  6) What did the commander fear and how did he react?  (v. 10b)  What happened to Paul later that
night?  (v. 11)  What happened the next day?  (vv. 12-15)

  7) How did providence save Paul?  (v. 16)  What steps did he take to ensure his safety?  (vv. 17-21)

  8) How did the commander respond?  (vv. 22-24)  What else did he decide to do?  (v. 25)  Outline the
commander’s letter.  (vv. 26-30)

On The Way To Caesarea  (23:31-35)

  9) Where was Paul taken?  (vv. 31-33a)  What happened when he arrived in Caesarea?  (vv. 33b-35)
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