
The Two Treatises
Lesson 28

The Early Church Continues To Grow
Acts 3

Introduction

Activity in the N.T. church of Christ continued in Jerusalem.  The apostles were instructing and guiding the
new saints...opportunities kept coming upon which the gospel could be preached and more converts could
be won.  Though the results are not recorded in Acts 3, the events Luke describes in this chapter had a
profound effect upon the people.  The number of male believers swelled to about 5,000 (4:4).

The Lame Man Healed  (3:1-11)

  1) Who is mentioned and where are they?  (v. 1; cp. 2:42, 46)

  2) Who else is described?  (v. 2)  What did he do when he saw Peter & John?  (v. 3)

  3) What was Peter’s response to the lame beggar?  (vv. 4-6a)  Thought question:  be able to
discuss “benevolence” in light of these passages:  2:45; 3:6; 4:34-35

  4)  What did Peter do?  (v. 6b)  What happened?  (vv. 7-8)  How did the crowd react?  (vv. 9-10)

The Second Gospel Sermon  (3:12-26)

  5) With was question does Peter begin his second gospel sermon?  (v. 12)  What “point of reference”
does he use in this sermon that he didn’t emphasize in the first one?  (v. 13a)
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  6) What “theme” from the first sermon is repeated in the second one?  (vv. 13b-15)  How “specific”
does Peter get in his recitation of the facts surrounding Jesus’ death?

  7) How was the lame man healed?  (v. 16a)  Thought question:  whose faith?

  8) What does Peter “admit” on behalf of his audience?  (v. 17)  How did their “ignorance” factor into
the overall plan of God?  (v. 18)  Did this “ignorance” excuse them?  (v. 19a)

  9) What “benefits” awaited them if they repented?  (vv. 19b-21)

10) Once again, how does Peter “prophetically prove” the truths he is preaching?  (vv. 22-24)  Who
does he quote this time?

11) How does Peter connect his audience with these prophets?  (v. 25)  What “promise” is mentioned?
(cp. Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:16)

12) Despite the promise for “all nations,” how does Peter emphasize the ethnicity of his audience?
(v. 26; cp. Rom. 3:1-2)
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