The Two Treatises
Lesson 30

The Early Church Faces Opposition (Again)
Acts 5

Introduction

The early N.T. church shows it will be true to the principles of its Founder. Discipline must be exercised
against unruly saints (vv. 1-11). Faithfulness must be exhibited in the daunting face of renewed external
opposition (vv. 17-42). In all these actions and under the guidance of the apostles, the disciples showed
just how serious they were in following the teachings Jesus left them while He was on the earth.

Ananias & Sapphira (5:1-11

1) Who is mentioned in v. 1a? What is recorded in vv. 1b-2?

2) What connection does this have with the previous chapter?

3) What were they obviously trying to accomplish? (cp. Lk. 16:13b)

4) What apostle confronts Ananias and with what message? (vv. 3-4) Thought question: what is
established about the Holy Spirit by examining Peter’s words?

5) What happened after Peter spoke to Ananias? (vv. 5a, 6) What did this do? (v. 5b)

6) What is recorded in vv. 7-8? How does Peter further deal with Sapphira? (v. 9) What fate befell
her? (v. 10)
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7) What resulted from this episode? (v. 11) What lesson(s) should be learned?

The Apostles & Their Miracles (5:12-16)
8) What is described in v. 12? Be able to explain v. 13.

9) How is the continued growth of the church chronicled in v. 14?7 (cp. 2:41; 4:4)

10) How does Luke record the extent to which people went to bring their ailing loved ones to the
apostles? (vv. 15-16)

Arresting All The Apostles (5:17-42)

11) What happened as a result of the “success” the apostles were enjoying? (v. 17) What did the
Jews do? (v. 18) What did God do? (vv. 19-20)

12) At daybreak the next day, what did the apostles do? (v. 21a) How did this affect the Sanhedrin’s
“plans?” (vv. 21b-24)

13) What “news” changed the tone of the council meeting? (v. 25) What always remained their
concern? (v. 26)
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14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

What is recorded in vv. 27-28? What is interesting about their last words to the apostles,
considering Mt. 27:24-25?

How did Peter & the apostles respond? (v. 29; cp. 4:19-20) What else did they say to the
council? (vv. 30-32) How did the council react to these words? (v. 33)

Who is mentioned in v. 34a? (cp. 22:3) What was his “view” of these events? (vv. 34b-39)
Would you agree with his assessment?

How did the council receive his advice? (v. 40a) What else did they do? (v. 40b)

What did the apostles do after their release? (v. 41; cp. 1 Pet. 4:14-16; Mt. 5:10-12) How did this
affect their ministry? (v. 42)
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