Cherished Bible Stories
Lesson 12

A Story Of Improper Worship (Leviticus 10)

Introduction

Because of all He has done for mankind, God wants to be sought and worshiped (Acts 17:27; Jn. 4:23).
However, man has never been at liberty to worship God anyway he chooses. This story tells how God
wants to be “approached” and “honored.” If anyone would have known this, it would have been the 2 older
sons of Aaron. They had seen enough to understand...yet, their actions proved to be Divinely deadly.

Read the story and be prepared to answer the following questions.

1) Who were Nadab & Abihu? (v. 1a; Ex. 28:1) Prior to this episode, what had happened to them?
(Ex. 24:1, 9-10; Lev. 8:2-9)

2) What did these 2 brothers do? (v. 1b) How does Moses describe their “selection of fire?” (v. 1b)
Thought guestion: what made it “strange” or “profane?” (cp. 16:12)
[Also, think back to pg. 7, Question #4.]

3) How did God react to their actions? (v. 2)

4) What did Moses feel compelled to say to his brother & the father of these 2 men? (v. 3a) Be ready
to discuss how their actions did not “treat God as holy” nor “honor Him.”
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5) What was Aaron’s reaction to what Moses said? (v. 3b) How would you interpret this?
Thought questions: how could he have reacted? How might some today show the opposite
reaction when confronted with truth on some religious topic?

6) What were Aaron and his other 2 sons instructed to do in vv. 6-7? What do you think was the
purpose for these instructions from God?

7) Nadab & Abihu were guilty of “presumptuous sin.” We need to make appropriate applications from
this story for our learning (Rom. 15:4). Be prepared to discuss the following:

- Properly approaching God in worship (cp. Mt. 15:3-6, 9)

- Giving God first priority...even over family (cp. Lk. 9:59-62; 14:25-26)

8) God will not respond to similar “presumptive sins” today like He did re: Nadab & Abihu. However,
what will we not be able to escape? (cp. Heb. 2:1-3)
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