
Cherished Bible Stories
Lesson 18

A Story Of Spiritual Indecision  (1 Kings 18)

Introduction

One of the constant principles of the Bible is that God’s people always fail when they are indecisive.  There
is nothing about serving God that necessitates checking the “political winds” before deciding what to do.
An eternal God has set forth eternal principles that demand clear (decisive) actions.

Once again, Israel found herself in trouble with God because she “waffled between 2 opinions.”  It would
take a mighty prophet and an awesome display of God’s power to shake Israel out of her indifference.

   Read the story and be prepared to answer the following questions.

  1) What had Elijah prophesied?  (17:1)  Why would he do this?  (16:29-33; Lev. 26:1-5, 14, 19;
Deut. 11:16-17)  How long was the drought?  (Jas. 5:17)

  2) What were God’s instructions to Elijah?  (v. 1)  Who meets Elijah and what did the prophet tell him?
(vv. 3, 7-8)  What was Ahab’s desire re: Elijah?  (v. 10)  What was Obadiah’s fear?  (vv. 11-14)

  3) When the king met Elijah, what did he say?  (v. 17)  Thought question:  even in modern times,
how have these words continued to inaccurately portray the faithful among God’s people?

  4) How did Elijah reply & what did he propose?  (vv. 18-19)  Who was Elijah’s real interest?  (v. 21a)
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  5) What was Israel’s real problem?  (v. 21b; cp. Deut. 6:5; Mt. 22:37-38; Rev. 3:15-16)

  6) What was the people’s response?  (v. 21c)  How did Elijah plan to rectify this?  (vv. 23-24)

  7) Describe vv. 25-29, especially Elijah’s actions.  Thought question:  does Prov. 26:5 apply?

  8) What does Elijah do in vv. 30-35?  What do you suppose everyone thought of this…especially the
false prophets?

  9) Elijah reveals the real motivation for his actions in vv. 36-37.  What was it?

10) How did God respond?  (v. 38)  Did Elijah accomplish his goal?  (v. 39)

11) What were his final instructions in v. 40?  What eventually happened?  (vv. 41-46; Jas. 5:18)
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