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The Story Of 4 Brave Men  (Daniel 1, 3, 6)

Introduction

Conviction only means something when it is put to the test under trying conditions.  Only then does the
follower of God know what he is made of.  Decisions made early in life will serve one for years to come...
making it easier to be faithful later in life when challenges become more severe.

Such is the story of Daniel and his 3 friends who found themselves far from home at a young age.  It was
their decision in their youth not to defile themselves that would help them years later in difficult situations.

   Read the story and be prepared to answer the following questions.

  1) What happens in vv. 1, 3-4?  What order was given re: the young captives?  (vv. 5, 7)  Who was
included in this group?  (v. 6)

  2) Thought question:  how might most “enterprising” young captives from other nations react to
Nebuchadnezzar’s “offer?”

  3) What conviction of Daniel is revealed in v. 8a?  Be able to discuss “defile himself.”  Based on this
conviction, what did Daniel decide to do?  (v. 8b)  How was his decision received?  (vv. 9-10)

  4) Did Daniel quit?  What was his next course of action?  (vv. 11-13)  What decision was made as a
result?  (v. 14)  How did it fare?  (vv. 15-20)

           Use Dan. 1 as a “backdrop” for the next 2 sets of questions. 41



The Golden Image  (Dan. 3)

  5) What decree was given?  (vv. 1-5)  What were the consequences for disobedience?  (v. 6)

  6) What transpired in vv. 8-12?  How did Nebuchadnezzar react?  (v. 13)  Did the king show any
initial “leniency?”  (vv. 14-15a)  If so, for what reason?  (cp. 1:19-20)

  7) What arrogance did Nebuchadnezzar manifest?  (v. 15b)

  8) How did these 3 Hebrews answer?  (vv. 16-18)  What is admitted in their answer?  (vv. 17-18a)

  9) How did it turn out for them?  (vv. 19-30)  Think about how 1 Pet. 1:6-7 & 4:12-14 might apply.

The Lion’s Den  (Dan. 6)

10) How was Daniel faring in the new Persian government?  (vv. 1-3)  How did his political rivals react
to this?  (vv. 4-5)  What did they know had to be their plan?  (vv. 6-9)  Thought question:  what
does this admit they knew about Daniel’s religious practices?  (cp. Mt. 5:16)
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11) What was Daniel’s reaction?  (v. 10)  What was the “fallout?”  (vv. 11-13)

12) How did Darius react?  (v. 14)  What made him “distressed?”  (v. 3)  Yet, what “bind” had he put
himself in?  (vv. 12, 15)

13) What happened to Daniel?  (vv. 16-17)  What continued to be the king’s mindset?  (v. 18)

14) What transpired the next morning?  (vv. 19-23)  Though Daniel is not mentioned by name, do you
think Heb. 11:33b applies?

15) What decree was given for Daniel’s political rivals?  (v. 24; cp. Psa. 7:14-16)  What did Darius
proclaim about Daniel’s God?  (vv. 26-27)

16) How might Dan. 1:8 help us understand the actions of these 4 Hebrews in both Dan. 3 & Dan. 6?
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