
Lesson 16: Is Jesus the Son of God? 
 Examining the Claims of Jesus & His Disciples   

 

LORD, LIAR OR LUNATIC? 
There are those who claim to believe that Jesus lived and was a wise philosopher, a great 
moral teacher, or perhaps even a prophet, but they do not believe He is the Son of God.  Of 
course Jesus and His followers claim that He is the Son of God.  If He is not, He and His 
followers were crazy, or they were perpetrating fraud.  There is no middle ground here.     
As C.S. Lewis said:   

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said, would not be a 
great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic on a level with the man who says he 
is a poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  
Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a mad man or something worse.” 

 

A CLAIM LAYS THE FOUNDATION TO PRESENT FURTHER EVIDENCE 
The best way to find out a person’s identity is to ask him; a man ought to know who he is 
better than anyone else does!  In John 8:14, Jesus said, "Even if I bear witness of Myself, My 
witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going.”   An individual’s 
statement as to their own identity is the starting point for actually determining their 
identity.  In fact, you have accepted the identities of most of the people you know based 
solely on their own statements.  Once an individual claims an identity, it can be accepted at 
face value, or examined based on evidence.  Jesus claimed to be God’s Son.  That claim by 
itself carries some weight.  In later lessons we will examine evidence to support His claim.   
 
THE CLAIMS OF JESUS: 
A person’s identity is established not just by their name, but by their relationship to others, 
their home residence, their age, their activities and their character.   Jesus makes His claim 
in all of these ways.  A man named John Smith can further identify himself by giving the 
name of his father, his home address, his place of employment, and descriptions of his 
character.  Essentially, this is what Jesus did: 
1. He claimed unity and equality with God (John 5:17-18; 10:30; 14:8-9). 
2. He claimed to be the Son of God (Matthew 26:63-64; John 9:35-37; 10:35-36). 
3. He claimed to have existed with God eternally (John 5:17; 17:5, 24). 
4. He claimed to have come from heaven. (John 3:13; 6:38, 62; 7:28-29; 8:23). 
5. He accepted worship as God (John 9:38; Matthew 8:2; 14:33). 
6. He claimed to be sinless (John 8:46, 29). 
7. He claimed that His death would enable men to receive the remission of their sins 

(Matthew 26:28; Luke 24:46-47). 
8. He claimed that He and His words will judge the world (John 5:25-27; 12:48). 
 
THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS’ DISCIPLES 
An individual’s identity can be verified by witnesses who know him.  In fact, this sort of 
evidence is relied upon regularly in our justice system to identify both criminals and corpses.  



Jesus lived among men and was closely associated with them.  Their testimony as to Jesus’ 
identity carries considerable weight.   
Here is what the inspired writers said: 
1. They claimed that Jesus was one with God and equal with God (Philippians 2:6; 

Colossians 1:15, 19; 2:9). 
2. They claimed that Jesus is the Son of God (Matthew 16:15-16; 2 Peter 1:17-18;           

Acts 9:20; John 1:14; 1 John 5:20). 
3. They claimed that Jesus existed eternally with God (John 1:1, 18). 
4. They claimed that Jesus came from heaven (1 Corinthians 15:47). 
5. They worshiped Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew 14:33; 28:17). 
6. They claimed that Jesus was sinless (1 Peter 2:22; 1:19; Hebrews 4:15). 
7. They claimed that through Jesus, men could receive remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 13:38; 

Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14). 
8. They claimed that Jesus and His words will judge the world (Acts 17:31; 2 Corinthians 

5:10; Romans 2:16). 
 
These are just a few of the claims of Jesus and His disciples concerning Jesus’ identity.  To 
the Jews, perhaps the most significant claim concerning Jesus’ identity was that He is the 
Messiah or Christ (John 1:41; Luke 9:20).  This claim is backed up by Jesus lineage (2 Samuel 
7:12-13; Luke 1:32), the place of His birth (Matthew 2:4-6), and by the many other 
Messianic prophecies He fulfilled, as we will study in a later lesson. 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 

1. Explain why the position that Jesus was just a good moral teacher or a wise 
philosopher is indefensible. 

 
2.  Have you personally ever been tricked by someone who claimed a false identity? 
 
3. Besides a person’s name, what other means can be used to determine identity? 
 
 
4. How would you answer the following questions concerning Jesus’ identity: 

a. Whose Son is He? 
b. How old is He? 
c. Where is His home or permanent residence? 
d. Who does He work for or with? 
e. How would you describe His moral character? 

 
 

5. Explain why the testimony of Jesus’ disciples as to His identity is such good evidence. 


