
Lesson 18: Is Jesus the Son of God? 
 The Testimony of Eye Witnesses 

 

THE APOSTLES AS EYEWITNESSES 
As we’ve already learned, for a witness to be believable he needs to have been in a position 
to have first-hand knowledge of that to which he testifies, and he needs to be trustworthy.   
On this basis, we can say with certainty that Jesus’ disciples provide very reliable testimony.  
 

The apostles had the opportunity to observe Jesus closely. 
The apostles were with Jesus more than anyone else during His public ministry.   They 
followed Him wherever He went and saw both His public and private behavior.  They heard 
His claims and His teaching.  They witnessed His miracles.  Ultimately, they would see Him 
resurrected and ascending (Acts 1:1-10).  Jesus chose them to be His witnesses.  He told 
them, “You also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning” 
(John 15:27). 
 The apostle John said concerning Jesus, “we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father” (John 1:14).  Later, John describes his up-close and personal 
encounter with Jesus:  “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, concerning the Word of life the life was manifested, and we have seen, and 
bear witness...” (1 John 1:1-2). 

 Peter described the experience he and the apostles had observing Jesus like this: “We 
were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).  Peter also says that he was 
personally “a witness of the sufferings of Christ” (1 Peter 5:1).  In Acts 10:38-39, Peter 
told the household of Cornelius “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.  And we are witnesses of all things 
which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by 
hanging on a tree.” 

 In order to fill the office of an apostle, one had to have “accompanied” Jesus and the 
other apostles from the time of the baptism of John till Jesus’ ascension (Acts 1:21-22).   

 

The apostles were trustworthy. 
Can we tell whether or not the apostles can be trusted?  Yes.  There is substantial evidence 
that they were men with character of the highest quality. 
 They taught that lying is a sin before God which would result in eternal condemnation 

(Revelation 21:8; Colossians 3:9; 1 Timothy 1:10).  If the apostles are lying about Jesus, 
they are hypocrites and self condemned. 

 Why would they be willing to die for a lie?  The apostles’ testimony concerning Jesus 
caused them to experience all manner of pain and physical abuse.  Most of them 
apparently died martyrs deaths because of what they said about Jesus.  In                      
1 Corinthians 4:9 the apostle Paul said, “For I think that God has displayed us, the 
apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle to the 



world, both to angels and to men.”  There is no logical explanation for the apostles to 
persist in their unwavering testimony concerning Jesus if they knew it was all a lie! 

The apostles are special witnesses of the resurrection. 
Because of their outstanding credentials as witnesses, the apostles are also able to offer key 
testimony about the resurrection of Christ.  We will look at their testimony, along with 
other evidence for the resurrection of Christ, in a later lesson.  But here, let us just notice 
that their testimony appears very credible because they were in a position to actually see 
the resurrected Christ, and they continued to repeat their testimony even to those who 
were violently opposed to it.  In Acts 10:40-41 Peter said of Jesus, “Him God raised up on 
the third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before 
by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.”                               
(cf. Acts 2:32; 3:15; 4:33; 5:30-32, 13:30-31). 
 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES 
 The testimony of Andrew (John 1:35-41).  Andrew based his first impressions of Jesus 

on the testimony of John the Baptist.  He told his own brother, “We have found the 
Messiah!” 

 The testimony of all the disciples after Jesus walked on water "Truly You are the Son 
of God" (Matthew 14:22-33). 

 The testimony of Peter.  When other disciples were turning away from the Lord, Peter 
would not because he was so certain of Jesus identity.  He said, “we have come to 
believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (John 6:66-69).  
Peter offered similar testimony in Matthew 16:13-20, but on that occasion we learn 
that the identity of Jesus had been revealed to him by the “Father who is in heaven.” 

 The testimony of Thomas (John 20:24-29).  Thomas was unwilling to believe that Jesus 
was raised.  He demanded proof!  When He got it, he confessed Jesus to be his “Lord” 
and his “God.”  

 

THE TESTIMONY OF OTHER EYEWITNESSES  
 The testimony of Nathanael, a skeptic (John 1:43-51).  Although he initially wondered 

if “any good thing” could come out of Nazareth, his encounter with Christ caused him 
to declare to Jesus, “You are the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!”  

 The testimony of Nicodemus, a Jewish leader (John 3:1-2).  Although he was a 
Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews, Nicodemus admitted to Jesus that “no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

 The testimony of Samaritans, enemies of the Jews (John 4:39-42).  Although 
Samaritans typically had no dealings with Jews, Jesus’ words impressed them so much 
that they declared, “we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world." 

 The testimony of the chief priests and Pharisees (John 11:47-48; 12:37).  Even the 
most strident enemies of Christ could not deny that Jesus worked “many signs” which 
led multitudes to believe in Him. 

 The testimony of Mary, Jesus’ mother (Luke 1:46-56; John 2:5; Acts 1:14).  Mary knew 
Jesus’ identity more certainly than anyone.  Her respect for Him from His conception 
through His ascension  

 

QUESTIONS: 



1. What qualifies the apostles to speak as witnesses? 
2. What testimony did the apostles give about Jesus?  Quote what they said. 


