
Lesson 21: Is Jesus the Son of God? 
 The Resurrection 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AS EVIDENCE  
   In Romans 1:4, the apostle Paul wrote that Jesus was “declared to be the Son of God with 
power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”  The 
fundamental message of the gospel is “that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  When it comes to making the case that Jesus is the Son 
of God, the single most significant piece of evidence is His resurrection from the dead.  If it 
is true, everything Jesus’ ever claimed about Himself must be true as well.  On the other 
hand, if Jesus was not raised, His claims and our faith are groundless (1 Corinthians 15:12-
19).  So, establishing the resurrection as fact is crucial. 
 

LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE RESURRECTION 
  Before we present evidence for the resurrection itself, we must first establish that Jesus of 
Nazareth lived, died and was buried. 

1. Jesus lived.  This fact is really indisputable, but it is critical to our case.  Of course the 
gospel writers all present reliable testimony about the life of Jesus.  His impact on the 
world by the middle of the first century is evident from history.  Even secular writers 
such as Tacitus, Pliny and Seutonius make references to the existence of followers of 
Christ in this time period.  No serious student of history could doubt that Jesus lived. 

2. Jesus died.  By all accounts, Jesus was put to death by crucifixion by order of Pontius 
Pilate.  The graphic description of His death contained in the gospels corresponds 
precisely with historical and archaeological information concerning the Roman 
practice of crucifying foreigners (Matthew 27:26-50; John 19:31-35; Mark 15:42-45).  
Jesus was dead beyond question when His body was removed from the cross. 

3. Jesus was buried. The circumstances of Jesus’ burial provide key evidence by which 
we may rule out a number of alleged explanations for why the tomb was later found 
empty.  Jesus burial is described as follows: 

 His body was wrapped in linen and spices (John 19:40; Mark 15:46) 

 The tomb was new, unused and hewn out of rock (Matthew 27:60;               
Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; John 19:41) 

 A large stone was rolled against the opening of the tomb (Matthew 27:60; 
Mark 15:46). 

 Mary Magdalene and other women noted the location of the tomb     
(Matthew 27:61; Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55). 

 The tomb was sealed and guarded (Matthew 27:62-66).  The penalty for 
tampering with an official Roman seal was death.  The guard that was set at 
the tomb was comprised of at least four trained Romans soldiers. 

 

THE CASE FOR THE RESURRECTION 



Two lines of evidence can now be presented to substantiate the truth of the resurrection.  
First, the tomb was found empty.  Second, credible witnesses testify that they saw Jesus 
alive after he had been crucified and buried. 
The tomb was found empty.  This fact is indisputable.  Even the Jews could not deny it 
(Matthew 28:11-15; Acts 2:29-31).  The question is, how did it become empty? 

 Did Mary and the disciples go to the wrong tomb?  As we’ve already noted, Mary 
and other women from Galilee witnessed the burial of Jesus.  They knew the exact 
location of the tomb.  And, even if they didn’t, the Jews would have quickly pointed 
out their error. 

 Had Jesus merely revived Himself from unconsciousness?  If so, how did He move the 
stone in His weakened condition?  How did He get past the guards?  

 Did someone steal the body?  The Jews and Romans would have had no motivation 
to do so.  The guard and the seal would have been a deterrent to anyone.  The 
disciples had fled the scene of the crucifixion in fear and were so terrified of the 
Jews that they kept themselves hidden behind closed doors (Matthew 26:56; John 
20:19).  The disciples themselves were slow to believe the first reports of the women 
that Jesus had been raised (Luke 24:10-11).  And why would thieves have taken the 
time to fold the burial cloths? (John 20:6-7). 

 

Witnesses testify to seeing the resurrected Christ. The New Testament presents numerous 
witnesses to the resurrection of Christ.  Witnesses who actually saw the resurrected Christ 
and wrote about it themselves were Matthew, Peter, John and Paul; however the testimony 
that is presented from other witnesses could easily have been checked and verified by 
those who first received it. 

 Mary Magdalene and other women from Galilee (John 20:16; Matthew 28:9;        
Luke 23:55; 24:1, 10) 

 Cleopas and another disciple on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32) 

 Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5; Acts 10:40-41) 

 The disciples except for Thomas (John 20:19-20; Luke 24:36-43) 

 The disciples including Thomas (John 20:26-28; Acts 2:32; 5:29-32)     

 Seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee (John 21)                      

 Five hundred brethren, James and the apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 15:6-8) 
   The evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the strongest forensic and testimonial 
evidence that could possibly have been presented at the time.  It convinced 3,000 Jews on 
the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, and it still persuades millions today. 
 

QUESTIONS: 
1. From 1 Corinthians 15:12-19, make a list of the consequences if Christ was not raised 

from the dead. 
 
2. How would you answer each of the following theories for why the tomb was found 

empty? 
a. Mary and the Disciples went to the wrong tomb. 

 

b. Jesus wasn’t really dead; He was just unconscious, and He revived. 
 



c. The body was stolen. 
 

d. All the witnesses hallucinated. 


