
Lesson 7: Evidence for the Inspiration of 
the Bible 

Agreement with Archaeology and Geography 
      

THE ALL-KNOWING GOD AND HIS INERRANT BOOK 
If the Bible is truly God’s word, we would expect it to be accurate in every detail.  If an all- 
knowing God produced a book, it would contain no errors.  This would hold true even in 
casual references to geographic locations or to the cultures and customs of ancient people.  
The Bible’s accuracy in these areas is circumstantial evidence for its inspiration.  While a 
book produced by mere men could be accurate in these details, a book that was produced 
by God would have to be.   
 
AGREEMENT WITH ARCHEOLOGY  
Archaeology is defined as “the scientific study of ancient cultures through the examination 
of their material remains such as buildings, graves, tools, and other artifacts usually dug up 
from the ground” (Encarta).  From what ancient people left behind, archaeologists have 
found agreement with many details recorded in the Bible  -- no statement of the Bible has 
been successfully denied by any archeological find.  Noted archaeologist Nelson Glueck 
writes, “It may be clearly stated categorically that no archeological discovery has ever 
controverted a single biblical reference. Scores of archeological findings have been made 
which confirm in clear outline or exact detail historical statements in the Bible.”(Rivers in the 
Desert).  In this lesson, we will present just a few representative examples of archaeological 
finds relating to Biblical nations, cities, structures, events and characters. 
 
 The existence of the Hittites (cf. Gen. 15:20) was denied until the early 1900's when 

their capital city was excavated Hugo Winckler in 1906.  About 10,000 Hittite writings 
were found.  It is now possible to get an advanced college degree in Hittite Civilization. 

 The fallen walls of Jericho and pots of fire scorched grain with the city have been found 
and investigated (Joshua 6:20, 24). 

 The aqueduct cut by Hezekiah to bring water into Jerusalem (2 Kings 20:20) was 
rediscovered in 1909. 

 Several inscriptions of the deeds of foreign kings corresponding to the Bible record have 
been found.   
o The actions of King Cyrus in liberating captives and allowing them to return to their 

homelands (Isaiah 44:28; Ezra 1) are confirmed by inscriptions on the Cyrus Cylinder. 
○ Discovered in 1868, the Moabite Stone is inscribed with an account of King Mesha’s 

rebellion against Israel recorded in the Bible in 2 Kings 3:5 
○ The Taylor Prism records that the Assyrian King Sennacherib took tribute from King 

Hezekiah as the Bible records in 2 Kings 18:13-15. 
○ The Babylonian Chronicle describes the appointment of Zedekiah as governor of 

Judah and the removal of Jehoiachin as a captive to Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-17).  
○ An inscribed Ration Tablet from Babylon confirms that Jehoiachin was kept in 



Babylon as a prisoner and given a daily ration of food, as the Bible says in 2 Kings 
25:30. 



 Tombs or burial inscriptions of Bible characters like Artaxerxes, Cyrus, Uzziah and 
Caiaphas have been found. 

 The existence of other Bible characters like Jezebel and Baruch is confirmed by 
impressions left by their official seals. 

 Many foreign leaders, mentioned only in passing in the Bible, have been confirmed by 
archaeologists to actually have existed.   
o An outstanding example is Sargon II, mentioned only in Isaiah 20:1, whose palace 

was unearthed by Paul Emile Botta at Khorsabad in 1843. 
o Sanballat and Johanan, two key characters in the book of Nehemiah, are mentioned 

by name in the Elephantine Papyrus (see Nehemiah 2:10; 12:23) 
o The name of Pontius Pilate has been found in Caesarea inscribed in stone. 
o The Delphi Inscription mentions Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia (Acts 18:12). 

 

AGREEMENT WITH GEOGRAPHY 
Many towns like Shechem, Bethel, Haran and Gerar visited by Abraham have been 
excavated and are known to have existed as early as the Early Bronze Age (3200-1500 BC).  
Bible references to the topography of the land – mountains, valleys, deserts, rivers and seas 
– are unfailingly accurate. 
 
QUESTIONS ABOUR THE BIBLE’S ARGREEMENT WITH ARCHEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY  
1. Why is it important that the Bible is in agreement with archeology and geography? 
 
 
2. How would you respond to someone who claims that the Bible is not from God because 

it refers to mythological places, people and events? 
 
 
3. In your opinion, how likely is it that a book which covers thousands of years of human 

history with complete accuracy could be written by mere men? 


