
In The Days When The Judges Ruled
Lesson 16

Samson’s Downfall & Death
Judg. 16

Introduction

There is nothing more disappointing than for something that began with great promise to end as nothing
more than a “shadow” of its original intention.  Samson’s life could be described this way.  Through his own
weaknesses, Samson’s end was pitiful…not powerful.  Even though his personal choices were not
reflective of his Nazirite vow, God still used him one last time in His dealings with Israel’s bitter oppressor
from the West.

  1) What is recorded about Samson in v. 1?  Apparently, what was his weakness?  (14:1)

  2) What did the Gazites decide to do?  (v. 2)  What happened?  (v. 3)

  3) Again, where did Samson go?  (v. 4)  How did the Philistines begin to use this situation to plan the
defeat of their enemy?  (v. 5)

  4) How did Delilah begin to keep her bargain with the Philistine lords?  (vv. 6-14)  How did Samson
respond each time?
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  5) What is recorded in vv. 15-17?  How did Delilah take advantage of this situation?  (vv. 18-19)  What
sad truth is stated in v. 19b?

  6) What happened in v. 20?  What was different than before?

  7) What happened to Samson and what became of him?  (v. 21)  Comparing this 13:8 & 13:12, what
applications or lessons can be learned or emphasized?

  8) Is there anything noteworthy to be inferred from v. 22?  What was the real source of Samson’s
strength?  [Note v. 28]

  9) What is recorded in vv. 23-25?  Would you agree Samson was formulating a final act of revenge in
vv. 26-27?

10) How did Samson avenge himself one last time?  (vv. 28-30a)  How was this final act described?
(v. 30b)

11) How does Samson’s record as a judge conclude?  (v. 31)
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