
In The Days When The Judges Ruled
Lesson 17

The “First Appendix”
More Apostasy & Lawlessness
Judg. 17-18

Introduction

The final 5 chapters of Judges contain 2 appendices that give supplemental information to what has
already been presented.  These events are not in any chronological order…in fact, no dates are provided
as to when they occurred.  However, there are some “hints” that might indicate they happened early on in
these days...possibly even not long after Joshua died  (18:1; 20:28).

The first “appendix” may be the earliest incident of idolatry…perhaps referenced in 2:11-13.  It combines
the story of a man named Micah with the account of the northern migration of the tribe of Dan.  We read of
idolatry, more deterioration of true worship, and the willingness to accept priests not in accordance with the
legitimate Levitical priesthood.  All these sins reflect the overall spiritual failures of this time period.

  1) To whom are we introduced, where was he from?  (17:1)

  2) Based on how 17:2 is worded, what had previously happened?  What did Micah say about it?  How
did his mother respond?  (17:2b)

  3) In her “gratitude,” what did Micah’s mother decide to do?  (17:3-4; Deut. 27:15)

  4) How did Micah expand the “religious aspect” of his house?  (17:5)
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  5) Once again, how does 17:3-5 reflect the period of the judges?  How does the author describe Israel
in these days?  (17:6)

  6) Thought question:  what does all this “mixing” of different religious ideas remind you of today?

  7) To whom are we introduced in 17:7-8?

  8) What was Micah’s proposal to this Levite?  (17:9-10)  What was the Levite’s response?  (17:11-12)
What does that say about the Levite’s spiritual character?

  9) Thought question:  why do you think Micah would make such a “proposal?”  (17:13)

10) What is described in 18:1 re: the tribal land of Dan?  How does Josh. 19:47-48 & Judg. 1:34 keep
us from forming the wrong impression re: the statement “…no inheritance being given to Dan?”
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11) To alleviate their “crowded” condition, what did the Danite leaders decide to do?  (18:2a)  What was
the first stop on the journey for the 5 Danite scouts?  (18:2b)

12) What course of events are recorded in 18:3-6?

13) Where did these 5 Danites eventually go?  (18:7)  What was decided?  (18:8-13)

14) Upon arriving in Ephraim, what did the 600 Danites do?  (18:14-20)  Thought question:  what does
the Levite’s reaction tell you about his convictions & spiritual maturity?

15) What happened in 18:21-22?  What did these Danites say to Micah and his men?  (18:23)
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16) How did Micah respond?  (18:24)  What irony do you see here?  (17:2)

17) How did the Danites reply, and how effective was it?  (18:25-26)

18) How successful were the Danites in conquering Laish?  (18:27-29)  What did they do following the
battle?  (18:30-31)
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