
In The Days When The Judges Ruled
Lesson 18

The “Second Appendix”
The Tragedies Of Civil War
Judg. 19-21

Introduction

The second “appendix” is both similar to and different from the first one.  It is similar in that it continues to
depict the overall unfaithfulness found rampant in Israel during the judges’ days.  It is different in that it
focuses more on moral deficiencies instead of spiritual failures.  Particularly, the low esteem of human life
is emphasized more than once (rape, mutilation, civil war).

The story revealed in these final 3 chapters reflects immorality that was indeed grisly and horrific.  Such is
the nature of a people spiraling downward when it abandons the will of God.

  1) What descriptive phrase is repeated in 19:1a?  (17:6)  How does this fit into the overall spiritual &
moral climate in Israel?

  2) Who is mentioned in 19:1b?  What did he do?

  3) What did the concubine do?  (19:2)  How did the Levite try to get her back?  (19:3a)

  4) What chain of events are recorded in 19:3b-9?
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  5) When the Levite finally left her concubine’s father, where did he go?  (19:10)  What did his servant
suggest, and how did the Levite respond?  (19:11-13)  What might be suggested about his words
re: Jebus (Jerusalem)?  (1:21)

  6) Where did they go, and what about their lodging?  (19:14-15)

  7) Who gets involved, and what did he offer?  (19:16-21)  What was his concern, and why do you think
he thought this way?

  8) What happens in 19:22?  What other Biblical account sounds familiar to this?

  9) How did the old man respond to the demand from the men of Gibeah?  (19:23-24)  How would you
characterize it, and how does it reflect the spiritual condition found in Israel?
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10) What did the men of Gibeah think of the old man’s “alternative?”  (19:25a)  What happened next?
(19:25b-26)

11) What took place the next morning?  (19:27-29)  How does the Levite show a callousness equal to
the old man with whom he lodged?

12) What reaction was in Israel when everyone received their portion of the dismembered concubine?
(19:30)

13) What decision was made next?  (20:1-3)  How did the Levite respond to questioning?  (20:4-7)  Do
you see any problems with the Levite’s version of the events?  (20:5)

14) What was the joint decision in Israel?  (20:8-11)
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15) When Israel confronted Benjamin, what was demanded?  (20:12-13a)  What was Benjamin’s reply?
(20:13b-16)  Observation:  if early enough in the days of the judges, who could have been
involved?  (3:15)

16) Described the battle in stages.  (20:17-48)

17) In the aftermath of their “great victory,” what did Israel bemoan?  (21:1-4)  How did they show their
remorse?  (21:5-7)
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18) How did Israel begin to restore Benjamin?  (21:8-10)  What provisions were to be made re:
Benjamin?  (21:11-12)  Did it meet the need?  (21:13-15)

19) What dilemma remained for Israel?  (21:16-18)

20) What decision was made next?  (21:19-21)  What would be their rationale for the legitimacy of such
actions?  (21:22)

21) How did this situation conclude?  (21:23-24)

22) What final statement is repeated to remind us of the overall cruelty & faithlessness of the days of the
judges?  (21:25; 17:6; 18:1; 19:1)
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