A Living Hope...A Sure Salvation
Lesson 6

The True Knowledge In Which To Grow
2 Pet. 1:1-21

Intr tion

In opening his second letter, the apostle Peter instructs us in our responsibilities in which to
grow in God’s grace, “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to
life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
excellence” (v. 3). In this chapter, Peter emphasizes how we can become a “well-rounded
Christian” by adding certain traits to our Christian character (vv. 5-11). Afterwards, he
reviews the “credibleness” of this truth that should mold us into what God desires: it is

based on eyewitness testimony and the prophetic utterances (vv. 16-21).

1. How does Peter describe himself as he opens the second letter? (1:1a) How does he
describe those to whom he writes? (1:1b-2)

2. What important truth is stated in 1:3, and why would a knowledge of this verse be so
important in religious discussions with friends? How does this verse also show how we
gain all things that pertain to life and godliness?

3. What has God granted to us? (1:4a) With what hope in mind did God grant them?
What do you think “become partakers of the divine nature” means? Upon what condition
must we meet in order to enjoy what God has planned for us? (1:4b)

4. In 1:5-7, Peter lists “virtues” or “traits” the Christian is to use to build his spiritual character.
In the spaces provided, list them in order and be prepared to explain what each means.
Also, do you see any “progression” as one trait goes to the next?

a)

b)

c)
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d)

e)
f)

s)

h)

5. What is Peter’s instruction in 1:8a? What benefit comes from having such character
traits? (1:8b, 10-11) What is the sad result if we don’t possess them? (1:9)

6. Thought guestion: how could 1:10-11 be used to refute the Calvinistic idea of one being
called of God? Use other passage(s) to corroborate your answer.

7. What attitude of Peter is expressed in 1:12? (cp. 3:1-2) What else may have been
weighing heavy on Peter's mind as he wrote this second epistle? (1:13-15)

8. What is the first “credible source” Peter mentions as proof of the truthfulness of his
writings? (1:16-18) To what does he compare it? What particular event do you think
he is referencing, and where is it recorded in the Scripture?
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9. What is the second “credible source” Peter mentions as proof of the truthfulness of his
writings? (1:19-21) How does the apostle’s statement “And so we have the prophetic
word made more sure,..” [NASV] help connect these 2 “credible sources” of information?

10. What is Peter’s admonition about such prophecy? (1:19; cp. Rom. 15:4) Using a
common Biblical metaphor, how does he describe the effects such prophecy can have?
(cp. Jn. 8:12; 3:19-21; 1 Jn. 1.5-7)

11. What is Peter’'s emphasis in 1:20-21? How are these verses commonly misunderstood?

12. Comment on how the following passages either harmonize or help explain what Peter is
saying in 1:20-21: Ex. 4:10-12; 2 Sam. 23:2; Jer. 1:9; 1 Cor. 2:7-13.
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