
The Bible Doctrine Of Sin
Lesson 8

Reacting To Sin

Introduction

Many other points could be made re: man and his sin.  But, when it comes down to it, no one can deny
successfully that sin doesn’t play a part in his life (Rom. 3:23; 1 Jn. 1:8, 10).

Eventually, each us must deal with the sins we commit.  This lesson focuses on the stories of 2 men whose
lives were intertwined.  One’s failure as king of Israel led to the other’s reign.  Both reacted to sin in their
own way, and both have been preserved by inspiration to instruct us (Rom. 15:4).

  1) What were God’s instructions?  (vv. 2-3; Ex. 17:8-16; Rom. 12:19)

  2) What was Saul’s response?  (vv. 7-9)

  3) Notice what Saul did in v. 12b.  How does that compare to his earlier description?  (9:21; 10:20-23)

  4) As a result, Saul had 3 bad reactions to his sin.

a) What was his first reaction?  (vv. 13-20)

b) What was his second reaction?  (v. 21)

c) What was his third reaction?  (vv. 24-28)

SAUL  (1 Sam. 15) <<   BAD   >>
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  [NOTE: We previously discussed his sinful behavior and inappropriate actions  (pgs. 9, 11).
This lesson will emphasize his proper reactions once he repented  (2 Sam. 12:13).]

  5) What terms did he use to describe his actions?  (Psa. 51:1-4; 2 Sam. 11:27b)

  6) How did he feel about his actions?  (Psa. 51:3b, 4a, 8b)

  7) What did he desire?  (Psa. 51:1-2)

  8) What did he know his sin prevented?  (Psa. 51:11, 13m, 14-19)

  [NOTE: Psalm 32 was apparently written after Psalm 51.  David expressed a desire to teach
transgressors  (Psa. 51:13).  This psalm was his efforts to do so.]

  9) What joys does he express as a forgiven & cleansed man?  (Psa. 32:1-2)

10) What failure (“bad reaction”) does he admit?  (Psa. 32:3-4)

11) What success did he enjoy?  (Psa. 32:5, 7, 10)

DAVID  (Psalms 32, 51) <<   GOOD   >>
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