
HANNAH – SAMUEL'S MOTHER, 1 SAMUEL 1:2 

SAMUEL, THE LAST JUDGE AND THE FIRST PROPHET 

--- One of Elkanah's two wives. Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not. In that 
culture the role of women was to have, raise, train children to inherit everything 
their father did and owned. The man's identity was involved  . If he had no son, his 
name could perish from the earth.  Having many children was a great honor and 
blessing, and being barren was embarrassing and could cause serious problems. 
Remember the example of Sarah and Hagar. 
--- Something worse than not being able to have a child: having a child and not 
teaching him the Word of God. Deut. 6:4-6. "You shall speak of them when you 
are in your house, and walking in the way, and when you go to bed, and when you 
rise." Dedicate a lot of time each day to teaching God's word. How much time do 
the children of church members spend in school to obtain a secular education? 
We seem to think that life here on earth will be "eternal life." How much time is 
spent teaching God's Word in members' homes? About six or seven hours each 
day and Bible study not an hour. Is this way e thank God for the son He gives us? 

--- Matthew 26:24, "It would be good for that man not to have been born." This 
can be said of every child who is not taught and trained to be a Christian to go to 
heaven and not be cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15, "He who was not found 
recorded in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.") 
--- Like Hannah and every barren mother who earnestly prays that God gives them 
a child, they should pray equally fervently for the child God gives them to be 
saved and go to heaven and not be cast into the lake that burns with fire forever. 
◼ Hannah was like Peninnah’s "rival" and Peninnah irritated her, angering and 

saddening her. Obviously, she hated her because she was jealous seeing that 
she was favored by her husband.  

◼ What did Elkanah say about this? Was such conduct acceptable?  
◼ It was in Peninnah’s interest to do everything possible to win her husband's 

love. Hannah was probably more affectionate than Peninnah or prettier. 
Couldn't Peninnah do anything to be prettier and more loving so that her 
husband would be more affectionate with her? 

◼ Be that as it may, here we see again the bitter fruit of polygamy. 
◼ What did Peninnah say when Hannah had numerous children (2:21, 3 sons, 2 

daughters). 
◼ Important lesson for us. Don't let such situations or relationships make us 

hard, bitter, angry. We only punish ourselves. 



  -- If Peninnah wanted to anger and make someone sad, it was in her interest to 
anger and grieve her husband for being partial to Hannah because of course this 
caused Peninnah to be jealousy and angry. As for Hannah, it was in Peninnah’s 
interest to show her compassion and sympathy. The situation was very bad but 
the culprits were Elkanah and Peninnah. Hannah was like a doubly afflicted victim. 
First of all, for not being able to have children and for having to suffer the 
behavior of Peninnah that irritated her. 
  --- But Elkanah loved Hannah and favored her by giving her a chosen share for 
sacrifices and this she did every year and this favoritism always irritated Peninnah 
and she irritated Hannah. As a result of this behavior Hannah cried and did not 
eat. 
  --- But again, we asked why Peninnah didn't irritate Elkanah instead of irritating 
Hannah. 
--- 1:8 Seeing Hannah in this condition Elkanah asks her if he was not worth more 
than ten children and as far as we know she did not answer. The question was not 
fair. There is nothing to indicate that she did not love her husband but having no 
children caused a void that the husband could not fill. 
--- However, after this she ate and drank at Shiloh where they worshipped God. 
---1:10 HANNAH WAS A WOMAN OF MUCH AND SINCERE PRAYER.  "She prayed 
unto the Lord with bitterness of soul, and wept abundantly," but she did not fail 
to attend sacrificial services each year in the tabernacle (1:7, "so every year when 
she went up to the house of the Lord..." GOD HEARS, LISTENS BUT DOES NOT 
ANSWER IMMEDIATELY (He can also say "my grace is enough for you"). 
   --- Because Hannah prayed for a son, she certainly prayed a lot for her five 
children God gave her. And so every mother should pray fervently for every child 
God gives them. IT REQUIRES DAILY HOME INSTRUCTION (DEUT. 6:4-6) AND 
MUCH FERVENT PRAYER NOT TO LOSE CHILDREN. Many brothers and sisters lose 
the children God gives them. Didn't they ask for children like Hannah? And when 
God answers their prayer, what do they do? 

   1:11 – THE VOW. If God would give him a child I will dedicate him to God not for 
10 years or 20 years but "every day of his life." Is that what we do? Or only when 
they are infants and children do we enjoy them to the fullest and then let them go 
into the world to be lost in hell forever? 

   --- Eli judged by appearance, he thought she was drunk. 
   --- God has very good ears, He can hear even if the lips do not utter words. 



  1:17, 18, Eli said to her, "Go in peace and the God of Israel grant you the request 
you have made of Him." Then she went her way, and ate and was no sadder as if 
she were already pregnant. 
  ... 1:24-28 –  
SHE KEPT HER PROMISE, TRUE TO HIS VOW. ECLES. 5:4-6. 
   --- HOW MUCH WE GIVE DEPENDS ON OUR GRATITUDE 

◼ How many mothers would be willing to give their little children to the Lord 
after weaning to be with the Lord somewhere and not be in the home and 
family where they were born? 

◼ And see them only once a year? 

◼ HOW MANY VIRTUES DID HANNAH HAVE! SHE WAS A VERY EXCEPTIONAL 
WOMAN, VERY NOBLE AND EXEMPLARY. DO YOU KNOW OR HAVE YOU MET 
ANY WOMAN SO DEDICATED TO PRAYER? 

◼ AND THAT SHE PERSISTS SO MUCH IN PRAYER WITHOUT FAINTING, 
WITHOUT BEING UPSET AND HOLDING GRUDGES FOR INJUSTICES? 
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