Questions on “Emotionalism”

1. Define “Emotionalism”.

2. What does it mean to “worship in spirit” as Jesus commands in John 4:24?

3. Explain the differences (or similarities) between your answers to questions 1 and 2.

4. Why is Emotionalism dangerous (cf. Is. 45:22; Rev. 22:8-9; Judges 17:6; 21:25)?

5. Provide Bible examples of accepted displays of emotions in worship or similar settings.  How do these situations differ from your definition of Emotionalism?

6. For each item below:  First, provide a rationale an “emotionalist” might use to justify the behavior/activity.  Second, provide Bible verses that would refute (or at least caution) the particular behavior/activity.

A. House churches – 

B. Informal, direct interaction between worshipers (i.e. applause, facing each other when we sing, etc.) – 

C. Unplanned worship assemblies (no leaders, pre-determined participants or material, whatever happens happens) – 

D. The Lord’s Supper as part of a larger common meal – 

E. Anecdotal preaching (little scripture, self-help, esteem building) – 

7. List present-day erroneous attitudes or actions attributed to the operation of the Holy Spirit.

8. Provide Bible verses that state how the Holy Spirit operates in our modern times.  What benefit(s) does the Holy Spirit provide to us?

Emotionalism and the “Non-Traditional” Christian

I. Introduction

A. Topic of Emotionalism is by nature more subjective than the other topics discussed in class so far.  (Few dates, names, places or creeds.)

B. Emotionalism could be the topic that hits closest to home (within the church).  (Subtle, can’t always say, “That’s wrong.”)

II. What is “Emotionalism”?

A. Is emotion out of place in worship?  No!

1.   Bible examples.

a. David brings the ark to Jerusalem.  (1 Chr. 15:13; 2 Sam. 6:13-14)

b. Paul's warning to the Ephesian elders.  (Acts
20:27-31)

2. Modern examples.

a. Joy over a new convert.

b. Prayer in troubled times.

c. Feelings of grief, thanks or unworthiness during the Lord's Supper.

B. Definitions

1. Emotionalism:

a. Emotionalism substitutes emotions or feelings for true spirituality.  

1) Define true spirituality - “Things having their origin with God that are in harmony with His character.” – Vines  (Is. 1:18; 1 Cor. 2:13-16; 14:37)

2) “…to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God…”  (1 Pet. 2:5)

3) Result of true spirituality:  “…and the peace of God will be with you.”  (Phil. 4:4-9)

4) See the difference!  Emotionalism is overwhelming of rational thought, is exciting, can provide euphoria or ecstasy.  Spirituality is the culmination of careful thought; mindful self-control and reliable obedience, which achieves true peace, lasting confidence and expectant hope. 

b. Experiencing emotions or feelings becomes the goal of worship.  (Get me happy / make me cry / excite me!)  

1) Analogous to cheering for football team:  “I'm supporting the team.”  But who gets the benefit of excitement and happiness:  ME! 

2) This goal is often justified as “edification”.  (Col. 3:16; 1 Thes. 5:11; Heb. 10:24-25)

3) External stimuli are often used to achieve the desired emotional state.  (Dimming lights, holding, clapping or waving hands, special choirs and soloists, etc.)

4) EXAMPLES (on power point)

c. Obedience to scriptural instructions becomes secondary to the new goal of worship.  (See “b.” above.)

1) Instead of “…as the Lord had commanded, just so they had done it.”  (Ex. 39:42-43)

2) Not “…be careful to do…” or “…be careful to observe…”  (Deut. 5:32; 11:32)

3) But “I think…” or “I feel…” or “experiencing worship”.  And God IS EXPECTED to accept it!!

2. “Non-traditional” Christian:  (Understand MOTIVATION for Emotionalism.)

a. Views church as out-of-date, not catering to the needs of the modern Christian, cold, unfeeling.  Too “traditional”.

b. Views modern church is just another denomination having lost the connection back to the 1st century church.  Too “traditional” in the sense of human traditions.  (i.e. William Irvine (1897), Kilsyth, Scotland, The  Way, The Jesus Way, 2x2's, F. LaGard Smith’s Radical Restoration)

c. Takes an informal, potentially irreverent, attitude of worship.

d. WARNING:  Examine these charges with an open mind.

1)
Is our observation of the Lord's Supper 
robotic (habitual) and unfeeling?

2)
Does our singing fail to edify each other 
(and praise God)?

3)
Do we lack warm, hospitality and 
friendliness toward each other?

4)
Just because the “non-traditionalist” solutions are erroneous doesn't mean their accusations are invalid!

III. What Are The Fundamental Dangers Of Emotionalism

A. God, not man, is to be the center of worship. 

1. “Are you a spiritual person?”  

a. Unbelievers were “...fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind,”  (Lk. 9:23; Eph. 2:1-3)

b. Christians are “His workmanship” and should walk in His good works.  (Eph. 2:10)

c. Spiritual priorities first.  (Mat. 6:33)

2. We are command to put God as the object of our worship. (Rev. 19:10; 22: 8-9)

a. Was the apostle John being guided/overwhelmed by emotion?

b. Note the imperatives in the commands:  “Don't do that!  Worship God!”

3. God is worthy of our worship.  (Is. 45:20-25; Rev. 4:8-11; 19:1-7)

a. God is superior:  “…there is no other God besides Me,”

b. God (is the only one who) can save!

c. What caused John to fall on his face?

d. Are any worshippers asking, “What about me?” or “What’s in this for me?”  Analogous to birthday party.

e. Are the worshippers themselves receiving edification?

B. Emotions are subjective, not objective.  Judg. 17:6; 21:25

1. The subjectivity of emotions is use to justify instantaneous salvation, worship patterns and modern revelations among other behaviors.

2. “This feels so good / is so exciting / makes me cry; it must be right.  (Lev. 9:23-10:3)

a. Were Nadab and Abihu caught up in the excitement of the moment?

b. God is NOT required to accept our worship based on how it makes US feel!

3. “But I’ve got a better way…”  (2 Kgs. 5:9-13)

a. Naaman had expectations based on his emotions. His emotions continued to be his guide even after Elisha's instructions.

b. My emotional urgings may be vastly different than yours in multiple areas of discipleship.

4. Everybody (and their emotions) can't be right!

IV. Baal Worship:  An Old Testament Example of Emotionalism  (1 Kgs. 18:17-18)

A. Baal worship was designed by man for man.  (Is. 44:13; Rom. 1:20-25)

1. Idols made to appeal to man.

2. Worship focused on man.

3. Baal idols varied somewhat from city to city to meet the specific needs of each particular city.

B. Why did people participate in Baal worship?  

1. Baal worship was a new god (particularly for the nation of Israel).  God was an “old god”.

2. Baal worship was fun and exciting (not dull).

a. Worship involved frenzy, drama and dancing (priests dressed as animals).  (1 Kgs. 18:26,28-29)

b. Worship was filled with sexual excesses.

c. Baal worship was sensually enjoyable.  (Hos. 4:13-14)

C. What was the standard or code of Baal worship?

1. Archeologists have never found “Baal’s Bible”, “Baal’s Code of Conduct” or “Baal’s Procedures for a Proper Baal Worship Assembly”.

2. Only discovered writings about Baal are exciting stories of Baal victorious in battle and participating in the sex parties associated with Baal worship.

D. Conclusion:  What was the object of Baal worship?  Satisfying the Baal worshiper!

E. Note: Even after God thoroughly defeated Baal at Mt. Carmel, the people continued to worship Baal.  Why?  Because they liked it!
V. Specific Practices of Non-Traditional Christians

A. House churches

1. A vehicle for emotionalism: Provide convenient occasions and opportunities to engage activities design to evoke a particular feeling from the worshipper.

2. Emotional behavior/justification:

a. Follows the N.T. pattern.

1) References to the early church and “houses”.  (Acts 2:46; 5:42; 8:3; 12:12)

2) Paul greeting churches who met in houses.  (Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Philemon 1:2)

b. Allows for more intimate, informal worship.

1) Small numbers create “…warmth of hearth and home…)  Smith.  Number limited to 150.

2) Promotes mutual edification.

3) More participatory (for men and women) due to informal, unstructured setting.

4) Promotes hospitality.  Creates “family gathering” type atmosphere.

3. Argument against:

a. Did N.T. churches meet in houses?  Can modern churches meet in houses?  Yes.  Yes.

b. Did all N.T. churches always meet in houses?  No.  (Acts 4:4; 5:12; 15:4,12,22; 16:13; 19:8-9; 20:8)

c. How should we approach God in worship:  informally (potentially irreverently)?  Is there a danger in being too relaxed?

1) Worship must be appropriately reverent to God.  (Lev. 10:3)  “By those who come near me I must be regarded as holy;”
2) God expects our “best” worship.  (Mal. 1:8)  “Would he be pleased with you?  Would he accept you favorably?  Says the Lord of hosts.”
3) God will hold us accountable.  Regardless of location.   (Heb. 4:13)  “…but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an account.” 

4. Conclusion:  Houses churches are external “quick fixes” thrown at potentially real internal problems, but fail to provide a solution.  Truly worshipping in spirit is a permanent solution.  (Rom. 12:1-2)   

B. Interaction between worshipers (applause, face each other to sing, etc.).

1. Emotional behavior/justification:

a. Handclapping: The modern day “Amen”?

1) Baptisms.

2) Sermons.

b. Various “sensual” interactions.

1) Hand holding/interlocking arms, lifting up hands.  (1 Thes. 5:11; Heb. 10:24-25; 1 Tim. 2:8)

2) Facing each other to sing.  (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) 

2. Above activities are all directed to man, not God.

3. Argument against applause:

a. Handclapping: Is it parallel to “Amen”?

1) Shows approval.

2) Shows recognition.

3) Shows excitement.

4) Shows courtesy.

5) Entertainment culture.  EXAMPLE.

b. “Amen”

1) Firm, dependable.  True, certain.  (Jn. 3:3,5,11)

2) “May it be.”

c. Where’s the focus?

1) Who receives the applause?

2) What receives the “amen”?

4. Argument against “sensual” interactions:

a. Particular actions are neither authorized nor prohibited.  (Compare Eph. 5:19 w/ Heb. 2:12 if necessary)

b. Are they expedient?  (1 Cor. 6:12; 10:23)  Use facing each other as we sing as an example.
1) Does it make the song more spiritual?

2) Does it offer better praise to God?

3) Does it provide better “teaching and admonishing” of fellow Christians?

c. Regarding these “external actions”, the question is not “What are we doing?” (these actions are not prohibited), but rather “Why are we doing them?”  (2 Cor. 5:7)  “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  Apply your emotional filter.

C. Spontaneous worship and Worship planning (change for the sake of change)

1. Emotional behavior/justification:

a. Spontaneous worship.  

1) Follows the N.T. pattern.  (1 Cor. 14:26,31)

2) Modern church assemblies have too many spectators.

3) Unplanned worship allows everyone to participate.

b. Worship planning (change for the sake of change).

1) “Allows everyone to feel the full impact of our worship.”
2) Doesn’t refer to common rearranging of worship to accommodate a pre-planned topic or special need (i.e. coordinated songs and readings).

2. Argument against spontaneous worship:

a. Lacks care and preparation to ensure worship is both scriptural and prescribed.  (Lev. 9:23-10:3; Mal. 1:8; Heb. 4:13)

b. Orderly worship

1) Is spontaneous worship the N.T. pattern?  (1 Cor. 14)

2) Unorganized worship is actually condemned, not encouraged, in this passage.

3) Spontaneity inhibits, not enhances edification.  (v. 12, 26) 

4) Orderliness is encouraged.  (v. 26-33, 40)

c. Context suggests not every member was publicly participating.  (28,30,34)  (Also unbelievers.)

3. Argument against worship planning.  (Use personal example.)

a. Care and preparation are centered on what the service will do for the worshipper.

b. Never the same service twice.

c. Progressively pushes scriptural boundaries to increase the “impact” of worship on the worshippers.

4. Outside of the assembly: A caution to young people (and their parents.)

a. Technology has provided opportunities to “spontaneously worship” God outside of the assembly– email, chat groups, text messaging.

b. We can instantly reach dozens of our friends and exclaim various superlatives to God. 

1) We can offer “words of praise” without adequate thought.

2) What’s behind the praise?  For whom is the benefit?  God or man?

“I’ve studied this particular attribute of God and know it to be true.”  Or “This is great!  I’ve got twenty friends that feel just like I do!”
3) Worship in such an environment can easily become too casual and hence, irreverent of God.  (Mat. 12:36)

D. The Lord’s Supper.

1. Emotional behavior/justification:

a. The Lord’s Supper is a full meal or a larger “fellowship” meal.

1) Follows the N.T. example.  (1 Cor. 11:17-34; Jude 12; gospels – eaten during Passover supper)

2) Sufficient food and drink to constitute a meal.

3) All gathered informally around a single table.

4) Advantages: “family” closeness and welcomed participation.

b. External stimuli to evoke emotional reactions.

1) Dimming of lights.

2) Singing while partaking.

3) Human analogies.  EXAMPLE

2. What’s missing from the preceding behaviors/justifications?  Remembering Jesus’ death!!

3. Argument against the common meal/fellowship meal:

a. Paul’s purpose in 1 Cor. 11:  (v. 20)  “…it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper.”
1) Condemns the divisive spirit.  (v. 17-22)

2) The proper memorial.  (v. 23-31)

3) Take care of hunger at home.  (v. 22,33)

b. Bread and juice are the only items mentioned in the chapter.

c. Jude 12: What is a “love feast”?

4. Argument against external stimuli:

a. Don’t use an external method to address an internal process.  (1 Cor. 11:28)  “But let a man examine himself…”
b. Nothing we can say or do can better prepare our minds than what God has given us to use.

E. Preaching content / Singing and song content

1. Emotional behavior/justification:

a. Preaching content.

1) Edify at all costs.  (1 Thes. 5:11; Heb. 10:24-25)

2) The same, old Bible message won’t excite people anymore.  Use human philosophy, drama and humor to entertain and edify.

3) Correcting, rebuking and identifying error will only drive people away.

4) Summed up in a word: “Feelgoodism”.

b. Singing and song content.

1) Soloists or special choirs.

2) Rhythmic handclapping or arm waving.

3) Songs that don’t say anything.

2. The case for balanced Bible preaching.

a. Paul prophetically described modern day preaching.  (2 Tim. 4:1-5)

b. The opinions and teachings of man are suspect.  (1 Pet. 4:11; Col. 2:8)

c. Proper preaching is based on accurately explaining God’s word (Acts 17:2-3), even if it involves rebuke or correction.  (Neh. 8:8)

d. “Defending the faith” is a necessary part of real gospel preaching.  (Jude 3)

3. Cautions in singing and song content.  (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19)

VI. The Proper Place of Emotion In Worship

A. Bible examples of emotional displays.

1. David and the ark.  (2 Sam. 6)

2. Judah responds to Ezra.  (Ezra 8)

3. Ethiopian Eunuch.  (Acts 8)

4. Paul at Miletus.  (Acts 20)

B. Inferred pattern of emotional response.

1. A hearing and understanding of God’s word.

2. A conscious acceptance (obedience) or rejection of what was heard and understood.

3. An emotional response can be a product (or by-product) of reacting to 

C. The emphasis of accepted emotional displays is the worship of God and adherence to the will of God.

D. Proper emotional displays are still a manifestation of the desire of man; however, that desire is centered on being in harmony with God.

VII. Understanding and Operation of the Holy Spirit 

A. Incorrect attributes of the Holy Spirit in modern times.

1. Direct and immediate salvation.

2. Spontaneous worship.

3. Miraculous gifts.

4. New “revelations”.

B. Scriptural justifications for incorrect attributes of the Holy Spirit

C. The work of the Holy Spirit

