Islam


(A brief history paraphrased and/or copied from “A History of Civilization, Volume One, Third Edition, “Islam: A Short History” by Karen Armstrong, and “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Islam” by Yahiya Emerick.)
570:  Muhammad was born around the year 570 in Arabia.  The Arabia into which he was born was inhabited largely by nomadic tribes, each under its own chief.  They lived off the land and raided each other’s flocks of camels and sheep, and often feuded amongst themselves.  Throughout Arabia, one tribe fought another, in a murderous cycle of vendetta and counter-vendetta.  Arab culture in the 6th century centered on the concept of the tribe.  Sub clans existed within the tribe, but internal differences were suppressed for the greater good of the whole.  Wherever you were, your tribe was your nation.
The religion of the Arabs was pagan, centering around sacred stones and trees.  The chief center was Mecca, where there was a sacred building called the Ka’ba (lit. “cube”) in which the Arab worshippers did reverence to a large number of idols, especially to a small black stone fallen from heaven, perhaps a meteorite.  To this place the pagan Arabs seem to have made a pilgrimage of some sort.
With the climate of Arabia, the Arabs could not acquire an agrarian surplus that would put them on a footing with Sassanid Persia (to their Northeast) or Byzantium (to their Northwest), the world powers at this time.  The largest tribe in Mecca, the Quraysh (to which Muhammad belonged), began to develop a market economy based on trade with these world powers.  During this time, their perspective began to change and there was a tendency to worship only one God.

Muhammad grew to despise the way his fellow Arabs were treating their brothers, hording their wealth while others around them starved and had nothing.  Muhammad could read no language except Arabic, and there were no religious books written in Arabic.  His ideas and information on the beliefs of other religions must therefore have been derived from observations on his caravan journeys and from conversations with members of Christian and Jewish communities.  Mohammad was a firm monotheist.
Chronology of Islamic history from 610 – 661:

610:  The Prophet Muhammad receives the 1st revelations of the Qur’an in Mecca and, two years later, begins to preach.  
616:  Relations between the Meccan establishment and Muhammad’s converts deteriorates.
620:  Arabs from Yathrib (later called Medina) make contact with Muhammad and invite them to lead their community (ummah).  

· Social justice was the crucial virtue of Islam.  Muslims were commanded as their first duty to build a community (ummah) characterized by practical compassion, in which there was fair distribution of wealth.  This was far more important than any doctrinal teaching about God.  The political and social welfare of the ummah would have sacramental value for Muslims.  If the ummah prospered, it was a sign that Muslims were living according to God’s will.  
621:  Muhammad’s night journey and ascension (He states that he travels from Mecca to Jerusalem, ascends into the seven layers of Heaven, sees Paradise and then returns to Mecca via Jerusalem all in one evening.  Note: The famed Dome of the Rock mosque stands over the place where Muhammad supposedly made his journey into the next realm.)
622:  The Meccan authorities try to assassinate Muhammad but he escapes just in time.  He, and some 70 Muslim families, makes the hijrah (migration), from Mecca to Medina.  The hijrah marks the beginning of the Muslim era.  This is known as Year 1 of the Muslim Lunar calendar  

· Note: included with the inhabitants of Medina are 4 Jewish tribes.  “Constantly the Qur’an points out that Muhammad had not come to cancel the older religions, to contradict their prophets or to start a new faith.  His message is the same as that of Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, or Jesus.”  (ref: Qur’an 2: 129-132; 61:6)
· His belief was that all rightly guided religion that submitted wholly to God, refused to worship man-made deities, and preached justice and equality, came from the same divine source.

· Hence Muhammad never asked Jews or Christians to accept Islam, unless they particularly wished to do so, because they had received perfectly valid revelations of their own.

· The Qur’an insists strongly that “there shall be no coercion in matters of faith” (2:256) and commands Muslims to respect the beliefs of Jews and Christians, whom the Qur’an calls “ahl al-kitah”, a phrase usually translated “People of the Book” but is more accurately rendered “people of an earlier revelation”.  (29:46)

624:  Muhammad leads raids against caravans headed to Mecca. Meccan forces come to battle the Muslims and are defeated at the Battle of Badr.
· Muhammad realized that the Jews and Christians had serious theological differences.  Until this time, the Muslim’s had prayed 3-5 times per day facing toward Jerusalem.  In January 624, Muhammad instructs them to turn and pray toward Mecca.  This is seen as a “declaration of independence”.  By turning away from Jerusalem towards the Ka’bah, which had no connection with Judaism or Chritianity, Muslims demonstrated that they were reverting to the original pure monotheism of Abraham, who had lived before the revelation of either the Torah or the Gospel, and therefore, before the religion of the one God had been split into warring sects.  (2:129-32; 3:58-62; 2:39)

625:  Muslims suffer a severe defeat at the hands of the Meccan army (Battle of Uhud).  Two of the Jewish tribes (Qaynuqah & Nadir) are expelled from Medina for collaborating with Meccan forces.

627:  Muslim forces soundly defeat the Meccan army at the Battle of the Trench.  This is followed by the massacre of the men of the Jewish tribe Qurayzah, which had supported the Meccans against the Muslims.

628:  Muhammad’s daring peace initiative results in a treaty (Treaty of Hudaybiyyah) between Mecca and Medina.

630:  The Meccans violate the peace treaty.  Muhammad marches to Mecca with a large army of Muslims and their tribal allies.  Mecca recognizes their defeat and voluntarily opens the gates to Muhammad, who takes the city without bloodshed and without forcing anybody to convert to Islam.

632:  Muhammad dies and is buried in Medina.  Abu Bakr (Muhammad’s father-in-law) is elected khalifah (caliph – successor to Muhammad, head of Islamic community).  Civil wars break out (wars of riddah) against tribes who secede from the confederacy.  Abu Bakr manages to subdue the revolt and unite all the tribes of Arabia.  Abu Bakr serves as caliph until his death in 634.
634:  Umar ibn al-Khattab becomes the 2nd caliph.  Muslim armies invade Iraq, Syria, and Egypt.  The beginning of the Islamic expanse.

638:  The Muslims conquer Jerusalem, which becomes the 3rd holiest city in the Islamic world after Mecca and Medina.

641:  Muslims control Syria, Palestine, and Egypt; they have defeated the Persian Empire.  Garrison towns are built to house Muslim troops, who live separately from the subject population.

644:  Caliph Umar is assassinated by a Persian prisoner of war.  Uthman ibn Affan is elected the 3rd caliph.

644-50:  Muslims conquer Cyprus, Tripoli in North Africa and establish Muslim rule in Iran, Afghanistan, and Sind.

656:  Caliph Uthman is assassinated by malcontent Muslim soldiers, who acclaim Ali ibn Abi Talib as the new caliph, but not all accept Ali’s rule.

656 – 60:  The first fitnah.  Civil war ensues.

656:  The Battle of the Camel.  Aisha, the Prophet’s wife, leads a rebellion against Ali for not avenging Uthman’s murder.  They are defeated by Ali’s partisans.


In Syria, the opposition is led by Uthman’s kinsman Mauwiyyah ibn Abi Sufyan.

657:  An attempt is made to arbitrate between the two sides.  When the arbitration goes against Ali, Muawiyyah deposes him and is proclaimed caliph in Jerusalem.  The Kharajites secede from Ali’s camp.

661:  Ali is murdered by a Kharajite extremist

661 – present day…………………………………………………………..
Note: the first 4 caliphs to succeed Muhammad were all men who had been among his closest companions, and had played a leading role in Mecca and Medina.  They are known as the rashidun, the “rightly guided” caliphs.  Muslims would define themselves and their theology according to the way they assessed the turbulent, glorious, and tragic events of these years.
The Islamic political structure began as something akin to a representative democracy (the people would elect the most spiritual Muslim to lead them) but was transformed into a hereditary monarchy by ambitious men 30 years after Muhammad.
Facts relating pre-Islamic Arabic pagan worship to Islamic worship
1. Moon worship has been practiced in Arabia since 2000 BC. The crescent moon is the most common symbol of this pagan moon worship as far back as 2000 BC. 

2. In Mecca, there was a god named Hubal who was Lord of the Kabah. 

3. This Hubal was a moon god. 

4. One Muslim apologist confessed that the idol of moon god Hubal was placed upon the roof of the Kaba about 400 years before Muhammad. This may in fact be the origin of why the crescent moon is on top of every minaret at the Kaba today and the central symbol of Islam atop of every mosque throughout the world: 

About four hundred years before the birth of Muhammad one Amr bin Lahyo ... a descendant of Qahtan and king of Hijaz, had put an idol called Hubal on the roof of the Kaba. This was one of the chief deities of the Quraish before Islam. (Muhammad The Holy Prophet, Hafiz Ghulam Sarwar (Pakistan), p 18-19, Muslim)

5. The moon god was also referred to as "al-ilah". This is not a proper name of a single specific god, but a generic reference meaning "the god". Each local pagan Arab tribe would refer to their own local tribal pagan god as "al-ilah". 

6. "al-ilah" was later shortened to Allah before Muhammad began promoting his new religion in 610 AD. 

7. There is evidence that Hubal was referred to as "Allah". 

8. When Muhammad came along, he dropped all references to the name "Hubal" but retained the generic "Allah". 

9. Muhammad retained almost all the pagan rituals of the Arabs at the Kaba and redefined them in monotheistic terms. 

10. Regardless of the specifics of the facts, it is clear that Islam is derived from paganism that once worshiped a moon-god. 

11. Although Islam is today a monotheist religion, its roots are in paganism.

The Bible condemns moon worship:

1. "And beware, lest you lift up your eyes to heaven and see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn away and worship them and serve them, those which the Lord your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven." Deut 4:19 

2. "and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun or the moon or any of the heavenly host, which I have not commanded" Deut 17:3 

3. "For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he erected altars for Baal and made an Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshiped all the host of heaven and served them." 2 Kings 21:3 

4. "And he did away with the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had appointed to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah and in the surrounding area of Jerusalem, also those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and to the moon and to the constellations and to all the host of heaven." 2 Kings 23:5 

5. "And they will spread them out to the sun, the moon, and to all the host of heaven, which they have loved, and which they have served, and which they have gone after, and which they have sought, and which they have worshiped." Jer 8:2 

6. "And the houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will be defiled like the place Topheth, because of all the houses on whose rooftops they burned sacrifices to all the heavenly host and poured out libations to other gods." Jer 19:13 

7. "And those who bow down on the housetops to the host of heaven" Zeph 1:5

Some Idas / Beliefs of the Islamic faith:
· Islam is the original religion since the creation of Adam

· Since the beginning of time, all people who submit to Allah are called Muslims.

· Allah is absolute Oneness.  The greatest sin is to associate any partner with Him.

· There were many of prophets before Muhammad (an unconfirmed saying of Muhammad in which he said that God sent 124,000 prophets into the world and 313 messengers) who also received an organized body of laws, Allah’s Word, to pass on.  Some of these included Moses (Torah), David (Psalms), and Jesus (Gospel).  However, Muslims are taught that all these sayings were corrupted, so Allah appointed Muhammad to receive the Qur’an in order to correct this corruption.

·  Muhammad is the “seal of the prophets”, and is commended by Allah in the Qur’an.
Five Pillars of Islam
1. Shahadah (Profession of Faith)
“Ashahadu an la ilaha ill Allah wa ashahadu anna Muhammadar Rasulullah”

“There is no god but God and Muhammad is the Messenger of God”
This statement is said a minimum of 17 times each day in the daily prayers of all Muslims.
2. Salat (Daily Prayer)

The prayer and its accompanying ritual, performed by the practicing Muslim 5 times a day.  

3. Zakat (Annual charity)

Obligatory alms tax.

4. Sawm (Month long fasting)

The month of Ramadan, 9th month of the Muslim lunar calendar, is the month of fasting.  The believer must abstain from food and drink from sunrise to sunset.
5. Hajj (Pilgrimage to Mecca)

All Muslims, provided a number of conditions including good health and financial ability are present, have a duty to make a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in their lifetime.  The pilgrimage must be made in the Month of Pilgrimage, the last month in the lunar calendar, between the 8th day of the month and the 12th or 13th.  (A minor pilgrimage to Mecca, which does not count towards fulfillment of the religious duty is called in Arabic an ‘umra, may be made at any time and requires less ceremonial.)  

· Every pilgrim dresses alike in the ihram, consisting of two pieces of unstitched cloth
· They circle the Ka’ba seven (7) times following the direction of the sun around the earth
· They touch and kiss the Black Stone embedded in the wall of the Ka’ba
· They stand in the plain of Arafat on the 9th day from mid-day to sunset meditating
· The pilgrims walk to Mina where they throw 7 stones at stone pillars which represent the devil. This is based upon a mythical event in the life of Abraham. The Koran says that Abraham was told by God to sacrifice his only begotten son Ishmael. (all world history and the Bible says Isaac). On the way to make the sacrifice, the devil tried to convince Abraham not to sacrifice Ishmael. Abraham gathered up some stones and threw them at the devil until he disappeared. So Pilgrims throw 7 stones at the stone pillars in Mina which represent evil and the devil, reenacting the way Abraham threw stones at the Devil
· The Run (the Sai): The pilgrim is required to make several brisk walks between the hills of Safa and Marwat in a re-enactment ritual based upon a mythical event in the life of Hagar and Ishmael. Muslims believe that these two hills of Safa and Marwat are where Hagar frantically ran back and forth seven times in search of water for her dying son, Ishmael. Hagar's found water to save Ishmael at the "well of Zamzam". So Pilgrims run back and forth between two hills of Safa and Marwat seven times and then go to the Zamzam well, beside Kaba.

· Id al-Adha ; the pilgrims eat a feast (usually baby camel) to commemorate the willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his son, Ishmael.
Islamic vs. Mormon “Revelation:

Review the comparisons of Mohammed and Joseph Smith:
i. Uneducated

ii. Claimed revelation of angel  

iii. Claimed inspiration

iv. Messenger and apostle of God

v. Claimed text of Bible is corrupt

vi. Their revelation was designed to correct this

vii. Received fullness of the gospel

viii. Subject of prophecy in Old and New Testaments

ix. Bible is word of God if translated correctly, authenticated by Koran / BOM

x. Contradictions in the Bible

xi. Purpose . . . unify (but failed)

xii. Polygamy  
1.  What is the root of our faith?  (use the 5 why method)

2. How does the Bible describe how prophets would be recognized?  Compare to Muhammad.
3. How does the Bible describe the futures of:

a)  Isaac

  
b)  Ishmael

4. What do we look forward to when we get to heaven?

5. Do we have a need for another revelation (Koran, Book of Mormon, etc.)

6. Why do Christians believe the Bible to be the true, complete Word of God?

