The United Kingdom – Part II

Prepared by Scott Abernathy and Trevor Bowen

Quarter 5 – United Kingdom, Part II

	#
	Day
	Date
	Teacher
	Bible Text (Waldron Books)

	
	WED
	09/02/09
	
	Singing

	1
	SUN
	09/06/09
	Abernathy
	II Samuel 13-14:24  (p.80-83)

	2
	WED
	09/09/09
	Bowen
	II Samuel 14:25-15:37  (p.83-86)

	3
	SUN
	09/13/09
	Abernathy
	II Samuel 16-17; Psalm 3  (p.86-90)

	4
	WED
	09/16/09
	Bowen
	II Samuel 18-19:40  (p.90-94)

	5
	SUN
	09/20/09
	Abernathy
	II Samuel 19:41-21:14  (p.94-97)

	6
	WED
	09/23/09
	Bowen
	II Samuel 24:1-25, 22:1-51, 23:1-7; I Chronicles 21:1-22:1  (p.97-101)

	7
	SUN
	09/27/09
	Abernathy
	II Samuel 21:15-22, 23:8-39, I Chronicles 11:10-47; 20:4-8; 22:2-29:22a  (p.101-106)

	8
	WED
	09/30/09
	Bowen
	I Kings 1; I Chronicles 29:22b-25  (p.107-110)

	9
	SUN
	10/04/09
	Abernathy
	I Kings 2; I Chronicles 29:26-30  (p.110-114)

	
	WED
	10/07/09
	
	Singing

	10
	SUN
	10/11/09
	Bowen
	I Kings 3-4; 9:16, 24; II Chronicles 8:11; 1:1-13  (p.114-117)

	11
	WED
	10/14/09
	Abernathy
	I Kings 5-7; II Chronicles 2-4  (p.117-122)

	12
	SUN
	10/18/09
	Bowen
	I Kings 6:37-38, 7:51-10:20; II Chronicles 5:1-7:10; 8:11-16; 9:17-19  (p.123-126)

	13
	WED
	10/21/09
	Bowen
	I Kings 9:1-27, 10:1-29; II Chronicles 7:11-9:28   (p.126-129)

	14
	SUN
	10/25/09
	Abernathy
	I Kings 11; II Chronicles 9:29-31  (p.129-131) 

	15
	WED
	10/28/09
	Bowen
	Review United Kingdom parts 1 and 2

	16
	SUN
	11/01/09
	Abernathy
	Job  (p.138-157)

	
	WED
	11/04/09
	
	Singing

	17
	SUN
	11/08/09
	Bowen
	Summary of Psalms  (p.158-165)

	18
	WED
	11/11/09
	Bowen
	Summary of Psalms  (p.165-175)

	19
	SUN
	11/15/09
	Abernathy
	Proverbs  (p.176-182)

	20
	WED
	11/18/09
	Abernathy
	Proverbs  (p.182-193)

	21
	SUN
	11/22/09
	Bowen
	Ecclesiastes  (p.194-204)

	22
	WED
	11/25/09
	Bowen
	Ecclesiastes  (p.204-212)

	23
	SUN
	11/29/09
	Abernathy
	Song of Solomon  (p.213-224)
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Turmoil in David’s Family – Lesson 1
II Samuel 13:1-14:24 (Waldron, p.80-83)

Sunday September 6, 2009
Summary:

The consequences of David’s and Bathsheba’s adultery are now unfolding.  David’s son Amnon develops a lust for his half-sister Tamar and ultimately rapes her.  David, despite being very angry, does not punish Amnon.  Two years later, Tamar’s brother Absalom exacts revenge by commanding his servants to kill Amnon. Now guilty of murder, Absalom flees to Geshur and remains for three years.  Joab, perceiving that David still cares for Absalom, sends a wise woman from Tekoa to relay a fictitious tale that parallels that of Amnon of Absalom.  David then decides to allow Absalom to return but does not agree to personally receive him.
These passages reveal the tremendous consequences that can result from sin, despite receiving forgiveness.  They also demonstrate how past sins in a person’s life can cause him/her to be reluctant to properly confront the sins of others. 
Questions
1. Though David sinned with Bathsheba, he was forgiven and throughout the remainder of scripture, and is highly regarded.  However, the remainder of David’s life was filled with turmoil and heartache.  What conclusions might we draw from this?

2. What from this story might we learn concerning the selection of our friends?

3. According to the Law of Moses (Duet. 22:25-27), what was the punishment for rape?

4. Though we are not specifically told, what do you think may have been the reason that David failed to carry out this punishment against Amnon (consider David and Duet. 22:22)?

5. Contrast the reaction of David after confronted with his sin with Bathsheba and the reaction of Amnon after he sinned against Tamar.

6. To whom/where did Absalom flee after killing Amnon? Why might have he been welcomed there (consider II Samuel 3:3)? 

Absalom’s Rebellion – Lesson 2

II Samuel 14:25-15:37 (Waldron, p.83-86)

Wednesday September 9, 2009
Summary:

Although Absalom has been restored from exile, he clearly has not been forgiven by David, since David refuses to see Absalom for two years.  Absalom, determined to gain an audience with the king, eventually summons Joab to arrange a meeting.  The king shows affection toward the wayward son, and Absalom shows his respect; however, relations are far from restored.  Immediately, Absalom begins to draw attention, followers, loyalists, and counselors unto himself.  Sorrowful, David is forced to flee Jerusalem to avoid a battle.  David faithfully leans upon the Lord as loyal friends draw near to him.
Absalom is reconciled with David (II Samuel 14:25-33; 18:18)

1. What would be the significance of Absalom's “good looks”?



2. What kind of character did Absalom demonstrate?



3. Was Absalom’s complaint just?



Absalom rebels against his father (II Samuel 15:1-12)

4. How did Absalom “steal the hearts of the people”?



5. What role had Hebron played in the reign of kings?



6. Why might Ahithophel have been open to betraying David? 



David flees from Jerusalem (II Samuel 15:13-37)

7. Why did David flee from Jerusalem?  What prophecy is being fulfilled?



8. How would you describe David's apparent relationship with the Lord at this time?



9. What two men did David send back to serve as spies?



10. How did God provide an answer to David's prayer?
Absalom Receives Counsel – Lesson 3

II Samuel 16-17; Psalm 3 (Waldron, p.86-90)

Sunday September 15, 2009

Summary:

David and his supporters continue to flee from Absalom.  As they do, Ziba, servant of Mephibosheth (Saul’s grandson) appears, bringing food, but in the process casts doubts about Mephibosheth’s loyalty to David.  Shimei, another relative of Saul appears, cursing and throwing stones at David.  David and his followers cross over the Mount of Olives and reach the fords of Jordan river.

Ahithophel, one of David’s wisest and most highly regarded advisors, is now with Absalom.  And as previously planned by David, Hushai, another of his advisors, has now covertly joined Absalom to thwart Ahithophel’s counsel.  Ahithophel advises Absalom to go into his father’s concubines.  He further asks to assemble a contingency of soldiers and pursue David immediately.  Hushai, instead advises Absalom to gather all of Israel together and to personally lead a large Army and pursue David.  Absalom follows Hushai’s advice, which ultimately leads to his downfall.
Ziba and Shimei Meet David (II Samuel 16:1-14)
1. What did Ziba claim of Mephibosheth concerning why he stayed in Jerusalem?  Did David believe him?
2. What charge did Shimei make against David as to the reasons for what was happening?
3. What reason did David give for not permitting Shimei to be punished?

Absalom reaches Jerusalem, Ahithophel and Hushai Advise (II Samuel 16:15-17:14)
4. What was the purpose of Ahithophel’s advice for Absalom to go into his father’s concubines?  What prophecy did this fulfill?

5. What were the reasons Ahithophel gave for wanting to immediately pursue and only kill David? 

6. What did Hushai advise Absalom to do?  Whose advice did Absalom follow and why?

David’s Spy System Commences (II Samuel 17:15-29)
7. Why did Hushai advise David to not spend the night at the fords?

8. Why do you think Ahithophel committed suicide once he saw his advice was not followed?

Return of the King – Lesson 4

II Samuel 18-19:40 (p.90-94)
Wednesday September 16, 2009
Summary:

David has located his temporary headquarters in the city of Mahanaim.  From there he amasses and launches a sizable army to fight Absalom’s forces.  Absalom’s forces are defeated, and Absalom is killed by Joab, despite his father’s plea to “deal gently” with him.  David openly and loudly laments the death of his son, bringing regret, discouragement, and sorrow on all of his loyal people.  Joab rebukes David for his visible selfishness and lack of appreciation for the sacrifice of his forces.  David accepts the rebuke and visits with his people.  Ultimately, David sends word to the tribe of Judah by way of the priests to restore him to Jerusalem.  As David is granted mercy by the Lord to return to his city, David in turn shows mercy to those who had previously cursed him.
Absalom defeated (II Samuel 18:1-18)

1. Why was not David not permitted to fight?



2. How did the Lord help David’s army to win?



3. Could Joab justify his execution of Absalom?



David mourns for his son (II Samuel 18:19-33)

4. Why was Ahimaaz not permitted at first to carry news back to the king?



5. Why might David have been extra sensitive to Absalom’s death? 



Joab reproves David (II Samuel 19:1-8a)

6. Why did David’s reaction cause his men to return as those who “flee in battle”?



7. Was Joab’s rebuke justified?


David returns to his kingdom (II Samuel 19:8b-40)

8. How did David persuade, or “sway the hearts of all the men of Judah”?
 


9. Why was David merciful to Shimei?


10. Why was Barzillai the Gileadite treated so kindly?
Aftermath of Rebellion – Lesson 5

II Samuel 19:41-21:14; (Waldron, p.94-97)

Sunday September 20, 2009

Summary:

Though David has returned to Jerusalem, he must now deal with the aftermath left in the wake of Absalom’s rebellion.  Judah and the remaining tribes of Israel strive over David’s loyalty to them.   A Benjamite named Sheba makes matters worse by leading Israel to revolt against David.  Joab murders Amasa and retains control of the military.  He leads a contingency of soldiers in pursuit of Sheba to the town of Abel Beth-maacah and prepares to destroy the city.  But a wise woman intervenes and saves the city by delivering the head of Sheba to Joab, thus ending the revolt.  God punishes the land with a famine, because Saul had violated a covenant Israel had made with the Gibeonites during the days of Joshua.
Strife between Israel and Judah; Sheba’s Revolt  (II Samuel 19:41-20:7)
1. What charge did Sheba make concerning Israel’s support of David and why?
2. What orders did David give to Abishai concerning Sheba?  Compare this with the counsel given by Hushai and Ahithophel had given Absalom concerning the pursuit of David?

Joab Kills Amasa  (II Samuel 20:8-13)

3. Why was Amasa not on guard against Joab (even with a sword in his hand)?

4. What possible reason(s) did Joab have for killing Amasa?

Sheba’s Revolt Ends  (II Samuel 20:14-26)
5. What did Joab and his followers prepare to do to the town Abel Beth-maacah to take Sheba?

6. How did the wise woman prevent destruction of the city?

7. How does the resolution of the potential conflict at Abel Beth-maacah compare to the counsel Ahithophel gave Absalom concerning how to get the people to follow him?

Gibeonite Revenge  (II Samuel 21:1-14)

8. Why did God punish the land with a famine for three years?  i.e. Why was God displeased (cite reference)?

9. To what did the Gibeonites agree to be a suitable punishment for what had been done to them?
10. What does this story tell you about God’s attitudes toward covenants?

David’s Final Deeds – Lesson 6
II Samuel 24:1-25, 22:1-51, 23:1-7; I Chronicles 21:1-22:1  (p.97-101)
Wednesday September 23, 2009
Summary:

David’s life is drawing to a close.  At some point, before David dies, he is tempted and seduced to number the men of Israel.  This act was very displeasing to God.  God used and even prompted the occasion to discipline Israel. 70,000 men of Israel were destroyed in the resulting plague.  The Lord halted the destroying angel at Jerusalem, specifically at the threshing floor of Araunah (Ornan).  David hastened to offer sacrifice there, at the prophet’s, Gad’s command.  And, the Lord manifested His acceptance through the cessation of the plague and by sending fire to consume the sacrifice.

Before this closing narrative, we next read of two psalms.  The first emphasizes trust in God’s deliverance, while the second trusts in God’s promise to establish David’s house.
David Counts the Fighting Men (II Samuel 24:1-25; I Chronicles 21:1-22:1)

1. Please explain the interaction between God and the Devil, as best you can, based on this text and similar situations (I Chronicles 21:1, 6-7; II Samuel 24:1).




2. What commandment did David violate in ordering a census of Israel?  (Please provide reference.)



3. How do you reconcile the consequences of David’s sin with the justness of God?  (See David’s plea, II Samuel 24:17.)




4. Why did David not accept Araunah’s (Ornan’s) gift?  What can we learn from David’s expressed sentiment?




David’s Song of Praise (II Samuel 22:1-51)

5. What are the primary themes of this psalm?  How could these relate to this psalm’s occasion?




6. What lessons can we learn from studying this psalm?

 


David’s Last Words (II Samuel 23:1-7)

7. What qualities did David recognize as missing from his house, and when were they fulfilled?
Mighty men; temple prep. – Lesson 7
II Samuel 21:15-22, 23:8-39, I Chronicles 11:10-47; 20:4-8; 22:2-29:22a (Waldron, p.101-106)
Sunday September 27, 2009
Summary:

David is no longer the valiant young leader he once was and his men soon realize that he can no longer accompany them in battle.  But David is supported by great military leaders, called “Mighty Men”, who perform extraordinary feats while in conflict with the Philistines and other enemies.  

Though denied the privilege of building the temple, David arranges the plans, funds, materials, and artisans necessary for the construction so that his successor Solomon will overcome inexperience to succeed in the task.  David organizes the Levites according to the Law of Moses, arranges a large military force, and establishes a support system for building the temple and supporting the kingdom.

While David is now near the end of his life and is physically and perhaps politically weaker, his spiritual strength remains strong through reliance upon God.
David’s Mighty Men (II Samuel 21:15-22; 23:8-39; I Chronicles 11:10-47; 20:4-8)

1. Why did David’s men not want him to go out into battle with him again?  What does this suggest about his physical condition?

2. Why did David refuse to drink the water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem?  What does this suggest about his character?

David makes preparation for the Temple  (I Chronicles 22:2-23:1)

3. Why did God not allow David to build the temple?  But what did David feel the need to do 
(concerning the temple) and why?

4. What did David tell Solomon to do in order to ensure success?
David Organizes the Levites and Kingdom Support (I Chronicles 23:2-27:34)

5. By making Israel as numerous as the stars of the sky, what promise of God did this fulfill?
6. In assigning responsibilities for tending to groves, herds, storehouses, vineyards, etc., what prophecy did this fulfill?
David informs the people of his plans (I Chronicles 28:1-29:22a)
7. How did David conceive of the plans for building the temple?

8. What were the attitudes of David and the people toward giving of their means for construction of the temple?  Whom did David acknowledge as the source of the offering?

Adonijah’s Rebellion – Lesson 8
I Kings 1:1-53; I Chronicles 29:22b-25 (p.107-110)
Wednesday September 30, 2009
Summary:

Even in David’s final days, he is without physical peace.  Aged and suffering, a young virgin, Abishag, is found for David to be his wife, nurse him, and lie with him to help him maintain warmth.  Worse, another son, Adonijah, assumes the throne and launches a feast.  Surprisingly, Joab and Abiathar defect to Adonijah, although the host of the mighty men, Nathan, Zadok, and Solomon remain loyal.  Nathan counsels Bathsheba to bring the matter before the king, and together they seek David’s response.  David provides immediate instructions regarding Solomon’s anointment.  Abiathar’s son, Jonathan, brings news of Solomon’s anointing to Adonijah’s feast, which quickly disperses, as every man seeks to distance himself from Adonijah, and Adonijah flees to the tabernacle for mercy.
The Rebellion of Adonijah (I Kings 1:1-9)
1. What failure of David, mentioned in the text, may have contributed to Adonijah’s presumptuousness?


2. Since Adonijah was the oldest, surviving son of David, why was it presumptuous for him to proclaim himself to be king?

Nathan and Bathsheba Inform the King (I Kings 1:10-27)
3. Why might Solomon’s and Bathsheba’s lives been at risk, if Adonijah was permitted to become king?


4. Why would David have been unaware of Adonijah’s self-appointment?


5. How would you describe the disposition of Nathan and Bathsheba’s statements?

Solomon Anointed King (I Kings 1:28-40; I Chronicles 29:22b-25)
6. What would be the special significance of the following in establishing Solomon’s rule:

· Nathan and Zadok anointing Solomon with a horn of oil from the tabernacle?

· Solomon riding on the king’s mule?

· Solomon being supported by the Cherethites and the Pelethites?

· Jerusalem rejoicing?

· Solomon sitting on David’s throne?

· David’s bowing on his bed and blessing the Lord?

The End of Adonijah’s Rebellion (I Kings 1:41-53)
7. Why would all the guests have fled from Adonijah’s celebration?



8. Why would Adonijah have fled to the tabernacle and laid hold of the altar’s horns?  What benefit would it have possibly offered him? 

Solomon’s Reign Secured – Lesson 9
I Kings 2; I Chron. 29:26-30; (Waldron, p.110-114)

Sunday October 4, 2009

Summary:

Adonijah’s rebellion is now over and Solomon is firmly in control of the kingdom.  Just prior to his death, David again reminds Solomon to be faithful to the Lord and also advised him concerning how to deal with certain people, including Joab, Barzillai, and Shimei.  David then passes away after serving as king for 40 years.  Adonijah, spared by Solomon on the condition that he show himself worthy, is apparently still unhappy over not retaining the throne.  He asks Bathsheba to request Solomon to give him Abishag, the beautiful young woman who attended to David during his final days.  Based on this request, Solomon judges Adonijah to be evil, and orders his execution.  Abiathar, who joined Adonijah’s rebellion, is removed from serving as priest.  Solomon also executes Joab for the trouble he caused David, including the cowardly murders of Abner and Amasa.  Solomon allows Shimei to live, provided he remains within the confines of Jerusalem.  However, he violates this direction and is also executed.  With all of his enemies gone, a period of peace for Solomon and Israel now awaits.
David’s Final Advice to Solomon  (I Kings 2:1-12; I Chron. 29:26-30)
1. As a military leader, Joab had killed many men.  For what reason did David not desire that “his gray head to go down to the grave in peace”?

2. Though David swore not to kill Shimei, what instructions did he give Solomon concerning him?  Did this violate David’s oath to him?

Solomon Kingdom Secured  (I Kings 2:13-46)

3. What in Adonijah’s words to Bathsheba indicates he remained dissatisfied with the turn of events that led to Solomon gaining control of the kingdom?

4. What was inappropriate about the request Adonijah had Bathsheba make of Solomon concerning Abishag?

5. How did the removal of Abiathar from the priesthood fulfill the word of the Lord concerning the house of Eli?  Why did Solomon not execute Abiathar?

6. The Bible states David did not know (and thus approve) of Joab’s cowardly murders of Abner and Amasa.  So why did Solomon (as well as David) feel the need to absolve David’s house from any guilt or responsibility associated with it?

7. In addition to violating the direct command of Solomon to remain in Jerusalem, what else was wrong with Shimei’s decision to leave Jerusalem?
Solomon’s Ascent – Lesson 10
I Kings 3-4; 9:16, 24; II Chronicles 8:11; 1:1-13 (p.114-117) 
Sunday October 11, 2009
Summary:

With Solomon’s reign now firmly secured, Solomon begins the task of leading, judging, and organizing the nation. Solomon makes a treaty with Egypt, which includes taking Pharaoh’s daughter as his wife.  Also early in his administration, God approaches Solomon in a dream at Gibeon, when Solomon comes to offer burnt offerings there.  God invites Solomon to ask anything of Him.  Solomon confesses his inadequacy to judge such a numerous and significant people, and he therefore requests wisdom and discernment.  The Lord is pleased by this request, so He not only grants it, but He also increases Solomon’s wisdom beyond mortal comparison.  Furthermore, the Lord additionally assures Solomon of tremendous wealth and honor, and He also promises a long life to Solomon, which is conditioned upon his faithfulness to the Lord.  Afterward, Solomon demonstrates his wisdom through his judicial discernment, his skillful organization of the kingdom, and his dissemination of wisdom, praise, and teaching. 
Solomon Makes a Treaty with Egypt (I Kings 3:1; 9:16, 24; II Chronicles 8:11)
1. Was it wise or unwise of Solomon to make a treaty with Egypt and marry Pharaoh’s daughter?  



2. How did he demonstrate his true feelings toward Pharaoh’s daughter?


Solomon Asks For Wisdom (I Kings 3:2-15; II Chronicles 1:1-13)
3. Why did Solomon offer sacrifice and burn incense at the high places?  Was this displeasing to the Lord?  How? (*Note: “Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statues … except he…”, 3:3)



4. Could we offer a similar prayer today?  How should wisdom rank among our priorities?


5. Was Solomon’s prayer sincere?  How do you know?



Two Harlots and One Baby (I Kings 3:16-28)
6. Explain the wisdom of Solomon’s judgment in this case.

Solomon Organizes his Kingdom (I Kings 4:1-28)
7. Name at least two promises or prophecies fulfilled during Solomon’s organization?


Solomon’s Wisdom (I Kings 4:29-34)
8. What did Solomon do with his wisdom?  What burden and joy does this lay on us?
Temple Construction – Lesson 11

I Kings 5-7; II Chronicles 2-4  (p.117-122)
Wednesday October 14, 2009

Summary:

Israel has now begun a period of peace and prosperity.  God has blessed him with wisdom and great wealth.  He now turns his attention to fulfilling his father’s dream of building of house for the Lord. He solicits the aid of King Hiram of Tyre to supply timber and labor.  Hiram also sends a skilled craftsman to oversee the work of engraving and other metalwork.  Solomon drafts and organizes a large workforce and assigns various responsibilities to support the construction effort.  Large blocks of stone used in the construction were cut and finished at the quarry so that there no sound of a hammer or other tool was heard at the construction site.  

The temple plan and furnishings provided by God to David bear some similarity to its predecessor, the tabernacle, though far fewer details of the temple are provided in scripture.  But the details that are provided reveal an extensive use of gold, elaborate metalwork and intricate carvings rank the temple among the most phenomenal and costly structures ever constructed.
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1. What was Solomon’s rationale for building such a great house for God?  But what did he ultimately recognize about the house in comparison to God?
2. What was King Hiram’s attitude toward assisting Solomon with building the temple?



3. As Solomon began to build the temple, what were the conditions God placed upon dwelling among the sons of Israel and not forsaking them?





The Temple Dedication – Lesson 12
I Kings 6:37-38; 7:51-8:66; II Chronicles 5:1-7:10; 8:11-16; 9:17-19 (Waldron p.123-126) 
Sunday October 18, 2009
Summary:

In the 11th year of Solomon’s reign, the temple was finally completed.  The temple was a spectacular structure, reflecting the inspiration of David and Solomon, the skill of Hiram, and the labor of thousands of people – all devoted toward glorifying the Lord.  After the temple’s completion, Solomon gathered the people to dedicate it.  An innumerous multitude of animal sacrifices were offered before the entry of the ark of the covenant, the old tabernacle, and the leftover treasuries dedicated by David.  After placing the ark in the Most Holy Place, and as the singers harmonized and the trumpets sounded, the glory of the Lord filled the temple with a great cloud.  Solomon sought the Lord’s blessing and mercy through prayer, and he admonished the people to remain faithful.  Otherwise, they were to return to the Lord with a full heart in complete repentance.  Fire fell from heaven consuming the sacrifices in answer to Solomon’s prayer.  And, the people fasted for seven days, twice.  Afterward, Solomon dismissed a joyous people, while regular sacrifices commenced at the temple. …  Solomon then spends 13 years building his palace.
Dedication of the Temple (I Kings 6:37-38; 7:51-8:66; II Chronicles 5:1-7:10)
1. We are told that “the cloud” and “the glory of the Lord” filled the temple (I Kings 8:10-11).  Solomon said that he had built a place for God to “dwell in forever” (I Kings 8:12-13).  Did this mean that the Lord literally dwelt within the temple?



2. What function did Solomon request that the temple might serve in the prayers of the people toward God?


3. In summary, in his prayer and blessing of dedication, what does Solomon ask the Lord to do toward the people?  What does he imply the people should do?  What lessons can we learn from this prayer?



4. What was the significance of fire falling from heaven and consuming the burnt offerings?


5. We are told the people left the worship “joyful and glad of heart”.  What inspired or motivated this reaction?   What application can we make to our own worship?


Regular Offering of Sacrifices (I Kings 9:25; II Chronicles 8:11-16)
6. What spectacular sacrifice did Solomon continue to make to maintain the fervor of the people’s emotion?  What lessons can we draw for our worship today?



Construction of Solomon’s Palace (I Kings 7:2-12; 10:18-20; II Chronicles 9:17-19)
7. Was the Lord pleased with Solomon’s construction of his house?  How do you know?
Solomon’s Glory – Lesson 13
I Kings 9:1-27; 10:1-29; II Chronicles 7:11-9:28 (p.126-129)
Wednesday October 21, 2009
Summary:

After the construction was completed for the temple, Solomon’s house, and “all his desire”, the Lord appeared to Solomon in a second dream.  God acknowledged his prayer and promised to look after the temple and those who would turn toward it.  However, He also warned Solomon to remain faithful, or else his lineage would be cut off from the throne of Israel, and the temple would be cast off as nothing.  …  Although Hiram, king of Tyre, was unsatisfied with his wages, their trade relationship appeared to continue, and Solomon ultimately settled the cities abandoned by Hiram.  Solomon used his wisdom to become a tycoon of business:  Acquiring and trading gold, importing and exporting horses, etc.  Thereby, Israel became a hub of commerce and a storehouse of wealth, which caused gold to become as common as silver.  Solomon’s throne was magnified as neighboring kingdoms brought regular tribute.  And, the earth’s kings came seeking Solomon’s wisdom in exchange for special treasures.  Solomon’s generosity was also demonstrated toward his guests, but despite his unsurpassed glory, his mortal weakness was ultimately exposed during the Queen of Sheba’s visit to test Solomon’s wisdom from the Lord.
God’s Second Appearance to Solomon (I Kings 9:1-9; II Chronicles 7:11-22)
1. Speaking of Solomon’s temple, God said that He would “put My name there forever, and My eyes and hear will be there perpetually.”  Was God promising to maintain a temple in Jerusalem for all time?

2. What is God’s primary concern for His people?  Is His emphasis on the temple?

3. In what way do we contribute to the fulfillment of God’s final promise in this vision?

King Hiram’s Displeasure with his Hire (I Kings 9:10-14; II Chronicles 8:1-2)
4. What can we infer about the condition of the 20 cities given to Hiram by Solomon as his wages?

Solomon’s Additional Ventures (I Kings 9:15-27; II Chronicles 8:3-10, 17-18)
5. Name at least one prophecy that Solomon fulfilled during his acquisitions, listed here? Lessons?


6. What impresses you the most about Solomon’s ventures? … What limited him?


Solomon’s Fantastic Economy (I Kings 10:11-12, 14-29; II Chronicles 9:13-28)
7. What did Solomon not possess? … What is the point of this record?


The Queen of Sheba (I Kings 10:1-13; II Chronicles 9:1-12)
8. What appears to be the queen’s original purpose for her visit?


9. Did the queen detect any signs of unrest?  What happiness did she observe?

10. What fatal weakness does Solomon seem to manifest at this point?



Solomon’s Apostasy and Death – Lesson 14

I Kings 11; II Chronicles 9:29-31 (Waldron p.129-131) 
Sunday October 25, 2009
Summary:
The incredible wisdom and material blessings showered upon Solomon do not make him immune to human frailties.  Though prohibited by the Law of Moses, Solomon marries a thousand foreign women!  And despite the many prior warnings to remain faithful to God, Solomon allows these women to turn his heart such that he provides places for worship of their detestable idols.  As a result, God becomes angry with Solomon and raises up adversaries against him, including Hadad the Edomite, Rezon, and most significantly Jeroboam the Ephraimite.  Because of Solomon’s unfaithfulness, God decides to take ten tribes away from the lineage of Solomon and give them to Jeroboam.  After serving as king for 40 years, Solomon dies.  The chronological accounts of Solomon’s life do not that indicate he repented.  The inspired “wisdom literature” passages attributed to Solomon lead some to optimistically speculate that he eventually came back to God. We can only hope that he did.
Solomon’s Wives Turn his heart from God (I Kings 11:1-13)
1. What was wrong with Solomon’s marriage of foreign women (See Deut. Duet 7:3-4; 17:17)?  Were his feelings toward them merely for political reasons?



2. What did the influence of his wives lead Solomon to do?

3. What lessons might we learn from this?  Provide some modern day parallels.  Consider the level of faithfulness and spirituality Solomon had when the temple was being built and dedicated compared with that of his older years.

4. As a result of Solomon’s unfaithfulness, what did God decide to do?

God Raises Adversaries against Solomon and Israel (I Kings 11:14-40)
5. How did God reveal His selection of Jeroboam as a partial successor to Solomon’s Kingdom?  How did Solomon react to this?

6. God offered Jeroboam an enduring kingdom based upon what conditions?

7. Though Israel may have been in sound financial condition when Solomon died, what was its spiritual condition? 
United Kingdom Review – Lesson 15
I Samuel 8-31; II Samuel; I Chronicles; I Kings 1-11; II Chronicles 1-9 (p.1-131) – Wednesday October 28, 2009
Summary:

After the exodus from Egypt, the wandering in the wilderness, and the conquest of Canaan, the children of Israel entered the period of the judges.  These judges were appointed by God, Who served as the Israelites divine king.  However, after 15 judges, the Israelites generally grew weary of this rule, and being ignorant of their true King, they sought a human king, so they could be more like the nations around them.  Two families, that of Saul and David, reigned over the people for a period of about 120 years.  This review will highlight some of the more significant dates, people, places, families, and lessons during this period of Israel’s United Kingdom.
Chronology and Time Line
1. 2000-1900 B.C.
Abraham

2. 1441 / 1290 B.C.
Exodus

3. 1400 / 1250 B.C.
Enter Canaan, begin conquest

4. 1040 (?) – 1000 B.C.
Saul
5. 1000 – 961 B.C.

David
6. 961 – 922 B.C.

Solomon
7. 721 B.C.


Fall of Samaria

8. 586 B.C.


Fall of Jerusalem

9. 536 B.C.


Return under Zerubbabel

Who’s Who
· Samuel  

· Kish  

· Saul  

· Nahash 
· Ammonites 

· Jonathan 
· Ishvi (Ish-bosheth) 
· Merab and Michal 
· Abner 
· Jesse 

· David 

· Goliath 

· Eliab 

· Ahimelech 
· Doeg 

· Achish 

· Abiathar 
· Nabal 
· Abigail 

· Ahinoam 

· Paltiel 

· Abishai 
· Witch of Endor 
· A young Amalekite 
· Zeruiah 

· Joab 
· Asahel 

· Rizpah 
· Baanah and Rechab 

· King Hiram 
· Jebusites 

· Phoenicians 

· Uzzah 

· Obed-Edom 
· Zadok 

· Asaph 

· Heman 

· Jeduthun 

· Nathan, the prophet 
· Benaiah 
· Cherethites and Pelethites 

· Ziba 
· Mephibosheth 

· Machir 

· Bathsheba 
· Uriah the Hittite 

· Solomon 

· Amnon  

· Tamar 
· Jonadab 

· Absalom 

· Woman of Tekoa 
· Ahithophel 
· Ittai and the 600 Gittites 

· Ahimaaz 

· Jonathan (son of Abiathar) 

· Hushai 

· Shimei 

· Shobi 
· Barzillai 

· Amasa 

· Chimham 
· Sheba  
· Wise woman of Abel Beth-maacah 

· Gad, the prophet 
· Araunah (or Ornan) 
· Ishbi-Benob 

· Saph 

· Goliath the Gittite 

· Jashobeam 

· Eleazar 

· Shammah 

· Abishag 
· Adonijah 

· Adoniram 

· Azariah 

· Hiram, skilled craftsman 

· Daughter of Pharaoh 

· Queen of Sheba 
· Hadad, the Edomite 
· Rezon, the Syrian 

· Jeroboam 

· Ahijah 

· Shishak, the Egyptian 
Maps and Places
· Gibeah  

· Gilead (the eastern plateau) 

· Jabesh-Gilead 

· Ammonites’ territory

· Gilgal 

· Gibeah 

· Philistines’ territory

· Geba  

· Michmash 

· Moab

· Edom

· Zobah

· Amalek
· Havilah to Shur 

· Ramah 

· Bethlehem 

· Vale of Elah 

· Jerusalem (Jebus) 
· Nob 

· Gath  

· Cave of Adullam 

· Forest of Hereth 

· Keilah 

· Wilderness of Ziph 

· Wilderness of Maon 

· En-gedi 

· Dead Sea 

· Wilderness of Paran 

· Carmel (in southern Judah) 

· Ziklag 

· The Negev 

· Aphek 

· Mt. Carmel 

· Mt. Gilboa 

· Endor 

· Beth-shan 

· Hebron 

· Mahanaim 

· Phoenecia 

· Tyre 

· Beth-shemesh 

· Kiriath-jearim
· Hamath 

· Euphrates River 

· Damascus 

· Lo-debar 

· Rabbah (Rabbath-Ammon) 

· Geshur 

· Mount of Olives 

· Jordan River 

· Gilgal (in the Jordan Valley) 

· Abel Beth-maacah 

· Border of Egypt 

· Dan 

· Beersheba 

· Mt. Lebanon 

· Joppa 

· Lobo-Hamath 

· Wadi of Egypt 

· Tadmor 

· Hazor 

· Megiddo 

· Beth-horon 

· Baalath 

· Millo 

· Mediterranean Sea 

· Gulf of Aqaba 

· Ezion-geber 

· Tarshish 


Genealogy and Family Trees
Please see the following pages detailing the known members of Saul’s and David’s family tree.


Chapter Content
One great way to become more comfortable with the Bible is to develop a single phrase summary of each chapter and memorize it.  Feel free to create your own chapter headings for:  I Samuel 8-31; II Samuel; I Chronicles; I Kings 1-11; and II Chronicles 1-9.

Spiritual Lessons and Applications
What lessons can be learned from the period of the United Kingdom, which to you are the most vivid, important, or needful?
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The Book of Job – Lesson 16
Job (Waldron p.138-157) 
Sunday November 1, 2009
Summary:

Though it is not certain, facts within the book of Job suggest that he lived during the time of the patriarchs.  But the descriptions and details in the language suggest that it was actually written at a time contemporary with Solomon’s reign.  Job was a righteous man who had been abundantly blessed by God. But Satan appears before God and suggests that Job’s faithfulness was only due to God’s protection and blessings.  God initially permits Satan to take away Job’s material possessions and family.  When he remains faithful, God later permits Satan to afflict Job with immense physical pain and suffering.  Job’s close friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar visit him and in a series of speeches, claim God is punishing him for sins he has committed.  Job steadfastly defends himself against such charges and maintains a belief that he will eventually be vindicated by God.  However, he does at times inappropriately question God.  God eventually answers Job with his own series of questions to which Job realizes he has no defense or answers.  In the end, God restores Job and blesses him more even abundantly than at the beginning.  Job is a great example of one who remains committed to his relationship with God, despite his failure to understand the suffering and catastrophe that life can bring. 
Satan Appears to God and Challenges Job’s Faith (Job 1:1-2:10)
1. During both occasions when Satan came to present himself to God, who brought up the subject of Job’s character?

2. For what reason does Satan claim Job is faithful to God?  What does God allow Satan to do to Job?
The Counsel of Job’s Friends and his Responses (Job 2:11-37:24)
3. In each of the three rounds of speeches from Job’s friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar), to what do they point as the reasons for Job’s suffering?

4. Who does Job believe is causing his suffering?  Does he think he has done anything to deserve it?

5. The extent of Job’s suffering is so great, what does he wish had happened with his life?

6. Summarize the position taken by the young man, Elihu.  Does he side with Job or his friends?
God’s Response and Restoration of Job (8:1-42:17)
7. When God suddenly speaks to Job out of a whirlwind, what does He challenge Job to do?  How does Job respond?

8. After Job’s suffering ends, how is He blessed by God?

9. What are the applications from this story to our lives today?
Overview of Psalms I – Lesson 17
Psalms (Waldron p.158-165) 
Sunday November 8, 2009
Introduction:

The book of Psalms contains ancient poetry, most of which, if not all of which was set to song and served as part of the Jewish hymnal at one point in time.  Our book of Psalms can be divided into five sections, also known as “books”:
1. Book I:  
Psalms 1-41
2. Book II:
Psalms 42-72

3. Book III:
Psalms 73-89

4. Book IV:
Psalms 90-106

5. Book V:
Psalms 107-150

Each “book” ends with a verse or two of doxology (glory to God), and the entire Psalm 150 serves as a doxology for all of Psalms.  Each of these books also shows a preference toward the name of the Lord, typically using either Jehovah (YHWH) or God (Elohim) overwhelmingly over the other.
David wrote the majority of the Psalms, while Moses, Solomon, sons of Asaph, sons of Korah, and unknown authors composed the remainder.  From the time of Moses to the time of the post-exilic authors, Psalms covers about 1000 years of Old Testament expression.
Although God’s enduring covenant love toward His people is a consistent theme throughout the Psalms, they still provide invaluable benefit to New Testament saints through exemplary praise, doctrinal instruction, and emotional direction.  Furthermore, many of the Psalms contain Messianic foreshadowing, which was fulfilled by Jesus Christ.
Based on content, purpose, or structure, the Psalms can be categorized into eight genres or types:
1. Praise
2. Lament or Penitent
3. Thanksgiving

4. Confidence

5. Remembrance

6. Wisdom

7. Kingship

8. Messianic

Many psalms contain elements of multiple genres.  Generally, the book of Psalms, as well as many of the individual psalms, moves from a mood of lament to praise.
Hebrew poetry, including Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Lamentations and some sections of other Bible books, contains two distinct features:

· Imagery or figurative language
· Parallelism of ideas
Figurative language is a more familiar concept to our modern vernacular and style.  The most common forms of imagery in the Psalms are:
· Metaphor – An implicit comparison made without the use of “like” or “as”.

· Simile – An explicit comparison made through the use of “like” or “as”.

· Hyperbole – An exaggeration for the sake of emphasis.

· Personification – Attributing human characteristics to that not human.

· Anthropomorphism – Attributing human characteristics to God.  For example, “finger of God”.
· Anthropopathy – Attributing “human” emotions to God. (?)

Unlike our poetry, which focuses on rhyming the sounds and rhythm of words, Hebrew poetry focuses on the “rhyming of thought” through parallelism.  Parallelism is a form of poetry, where each sentence (or verse) consists of two short clauses or “bicola”.  The second clause intensifies, dramatizes, solidifies, or focuses on the point of the first phrase, thereby emphasizing it.  Many different types of parallelism have been identified, although refinements of these structures have been realized over the past hundred years:
· Synonymous (A=B) – repeating the same thought with similar words.
· Antithetic (A but B) – same thought expressed from two different, even opposite views.

· Synthetic (A what’s more B) – climatic; second thought supplements the first.

· Emblematic – Uses explicit comparison (simile).

· Repetitive – Step ladder or climatic.

· Pivot Pattern – Pivotal phrase in the middle of the line should be read at the end of each phrase.

· Chiasm (A -> B, B’ -> A’) – Similar thought expressed in second clause, but in reverse order.
· Grammatical – not semantic, but lost in translation.
· Ellipsis – Incomplete parallelism; reader must supply missing words.

Secondary poetic devices are occasionally found in the Psalms.  The acrostic form is organized into alphabetically ordered verses or group of verses, where each group begins with a common letter of the alphabet.  Psalm 119 is the most obvious example of an acrostic.  Other psalms contain phrases or words that were to be repeated at the beginning and end of each thought, thereby serving as mental “book ends”.
Although technical, these facts are none the less helpful to a thorough and proper understanding of Psalms.  Many difficult passages are explained through the hints provided by these forms, and many misinterpretations can be avoided by recognizing the Hebrew structure of thought in which the Lord embodied His revelation.  Many of the changes in translation of the wisdom literature between the KJV and the ASV, NASV, and other newer translations arose from a refined view of Hebrew poetry.
Given the number of psalms and our limited time, a brief sampling of the eight genres will be overviewed in two lessons.  The Messianic genre will be studied as part of the other seven.
Psalms of Praise (Psalm 19)
“Hymns are easily recognized by their exuberant praise of the Lord.  … Though there are many different types of hymns, almost all of them share a similar basic structure. … The Psalmist begins the hymn with a call to worship.  … The reasons for praise, however, form the most significant part of the psalm.  God is not praised for abstract qualities, but rather for the way in which he has entered into the individual and corporate lives of his people. … The single most important reason for praise given by the psalmist is certainly that the Lord has delivered Israel out of distress.” (Longman, pp. 24-26)
1. What figures of speech are used in this psalm?

2. How is the Lord praised in this psalm?  (The word “praise” never appears.)
3. What is the mood of the psalm near its end, after praise has been offered?  Explain the progression.

Psalms of Lament (Psalm 22)
“The lament is the psalmist’s cry when in great distress he has nowhere to turn but God.  We discover three types of complaints as we read through the laments. 1. The psalmist may be troubled by his own thoughts or actions. 2. He may complain about the actions of others against him (the “enemies”). 3. He may be frustrated by God himself. … The following seven elements are associated with a lament, though not strictly in the order listed here: 1. Invocation; 2. Plea to God for help; 3. Complaints; 4. Confession of sin or an assertion of innocence; 5. Curse of enemies (imprecation); 6. Confidence in God’s response; 7. Hymn or blessing.” (Longman, p. 26-27)
4. For what reason does the speaker “lament” or bemoan his condition?

5. Verse 8 is an example of what kind of parallelism?  How does this recognition help us interpret the verse?


6. How does understanding of parallelism resolve questionable interpretations of verse 1?


7. What transition or transitions do you see in this psalm?  How do you explain them?

8. When were these groups of verses, divided by the above transitions, fulfilled?

Psalms of Thanksgiving (Psalm 30)
“The desire to express gratitude to the Lord for answered prayer is frequently seen in the Psalter and occasionally in the historical books. … The thanksgiving psalm is a response to answered lament.  In addition, there is a close connection between hymns and thanksgivings.  … The thanksgiving is most easily identified by a restatement of the lament which is now answered.” (Longman, pp. 30-31)
9. From what has the Lord delivered the Psalmist?

10. Into what greater context does the Psalmist set this temporary chastening?

11. What prompted the Lord’s deliverance?


12. What lessons can we learn from this psalm?

Overview of Psalms II – Lesson 18
Psalms (Waldron p.165-175) 
Wednesday November 11, 2009
Psalms of Confidence (Psalm 16)
“The psalmist frequently expresses his trust in God’s goodness and power.  …  Occasionally, his feelings of trust dominate the whole psalm, and these psalms we call psalms of confidence.  At least nine psalms (Ps 11; 16; 23; 27; 62; 91; 121; 125; 131) are bound together in such a genre.  ...  In psalms of confidence the psalmist asserts his trust in God, though enemies of some other threat are present (11:2; 23:5).  Under such conditions, he is able to be at peace because his God is with him (11:4; 23:4).”  (Longman, p. 31)
1. Why does the psalmist have such trust in the Lord?  What threat is he facing?


2. What disposition or mood does this confidence produce in the psalmist?  What does that say about us, if we do not enjoy such an attitude?


3. What ultimate hope is outlined in this psalm?  And, Who fulfilled it first and foremost?

Psalms of Remembrance (Psalm 78)
“Psalms of remembrance are those in which God’s past acts of redemption are the focus of attention.  In such psalms, a series of God’s acts will be recounted.  Examples of this genre are Psalms 78, 105, 106, 135, and 136.  These psalms are united in their subject matter, the “wonderful acts” of God (105:2).  Nowhere in the Bible is history reported only to impart historical information, but this is especially true in the Psalms.  Rather God’s acts are recounted so that Israel might praise Him.” (Longman, p. 32) – see also, Psalm 77.
4. What reasons are given in this psalm for recounting the “wonderful works … of God” to the children?


5. What fundamental failings of the Israelites are repeatedly recounted?  Application?
Wisdom Psalms (Psalm 73)
Some of the psalms read more like sections of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job, and Song of Solomon.  These psalms compare the blessings of the righteous versus the curses of the wicked, extol the purity and wisdom of God’s law, laud the power of God in creation, or intimate the beauty of the queen given to her king. Examples include Psalms 1, 19, 45, 73, and 119.
6. What problem does the psalmist recognize, and how does it relate to him?

7. What do we learn about how to handle doubts or troubles of the soul?



8. What was the result of the psalmist facing his doubts?

Kingship Psalms (Psalm 45)
“Two groups of kingship psalms must be distinguished.  First, we have in the Psalter a number of psalms which focus on the human king of Israel. … The royal aspect of the psalm may not be readily apparent, because the king may not refer to himself as I rather than the king.  The second group of kingship psalms proclaim that God is king.  The two subgroups are closely related because, after all, the human king was simply God’s earthly reflection.  God was the true king!” (Longman, p. 34).
Examples include Psalms 20, 21, 45, 47, and 98.
9. Who is the king of this psalm?  How do you know?
10. Who then is the bride?


11. What lessons would you make for us?

Quotations taken from, “How to Read the Psalms”, written by Tremper Longman III and published in 1988 by InterVarsity Press of Downers Grove, Illinois and Leicester, England.
Overview of Proverbs I – Lesson 19
Proverbs (Waldron p.176-193) 
Sunday November 15, 2009
Introduction:

The Book of Proverbs is a collection of general statements of truth from different sources that the Holy Spirit inspired men to write, speak and/or later assemble into the volume we have in our Bible today.  The word proverb is translated from the Hebrew word māšāl, which originally meant a comparison or likening of things.  It eventually came to be used to describe the statements or sayings that convey wise, practical or truthful precepts.  This can include brief, but rich and forceful expressions of truth, but can also include extended, parable like discourses that reflect wisdom on a particular subject.  In each case, the wisdom taught is drawn upon years of experience in living, and have the fear of the Lord as their underlying principle.
Many of the proverbs employ the use of parallelism that is characteristic of ancient Hebrew poetry (refer to the previous study of the Psalms), in which the expression or thought in one line is followed by related thoughts in succeeding lines.  Figurative language, imagery, hyperbole, the use of metaphors and other elements typical of poetry are also used.
It is important to remember that not all proverbs are intended to convey an immutable principle for which there are no exceptions.  But rather, many of the proverbs state a principle or lesson of life that is generally true based on most experiences.
The book of Proverbs may be divided according to the following outline:

I.  Chapters 1-9.  The Father teaches his son.

II. Chapters 10-24.  Proverbs of Solomon.

III. Chapters 25-29.  Proverbs of Solomon, copied by Hezekiah’s scribes.

IV. Chapter 30.  Words of Agur.

V.  Chapter 31.  Words of King Lemuel.

The book attributes three different sources of authorship.  Solomon, Agur, and King Lemuel (some scholars believe this refers to Solomon, though there is little or no evidence for such a claim).
A large section of the book portrays a wise man instructing his son, pleading with him to listen and learn from his observations and experiences. Wisdom, at times is personified as a woman crying out to those who are simple minded to listen to her, call upon and to visit her.  Yet, the reader should have little difficultly understanding that God is the source of this wisdom.

Though the Proverbs were developed from generations of people who lived many years ago and in much different circumstances, God chose to preserve them so that we may learn these invaluable lessons that will improve our lives on the earth and prepare us for the eternal life to come.
The scope of the Foundations Class curriculum does not involve a detailed study of the book.  So rather than study the book according to the outline above, we will instead select some of the various themes and subjects addressed in the book.

Poverty, Wealth, Industriousness and Laziness 
1. Consider the following Proverbs and list some of the reasons people are poor: 22:16, 6:9-11, 20:4, 21:25-26, 22:13, 24:30-34, 12:11, 30:14, 28:19.

2. What are some of the consequences of laziness?  10:26, 12:24, 18:9, 15:19.
3. What are the responsibilities of those who have the means to help others in need?  21:13, 11:24-26, 19:17.
4. Does wealth guarantee enduring happiness, honor, reputation and success?  11:28, 28:8, 28:11, 23:4-5, 16:16, 20:15, 15:16, 22:1, 28:6, 19:1, 19:22, 16:8, 16:19.

The Dangers of Intoxicating Beverages

Consider these passages Proverbs 20:1, 21:17, 23:20-21, 23:29-35, 31:4-7 and answer the following questions:

5. What are the physical effects of habitual drinking and drunkenness?
6. What are the emotional effects of habitual drinking and drunkenness?
7. What are the financial effects experienced by those who drink?
Parents and Children
8. What does the Bible teach regarding physical (or corporal) punishment of children?  22:15, 29:15, 13:24, 23:13-24.

9. What is the net result of disciplining our children? 29:17, 3:11-12, 23:13-14.

10. What does parents’ discipline of their children demonstrate? 13:24, 3:11-12.

11. What does the Bible teach in terms of when and how often discipline should be given? 19:18, 22:6, 29:15, 13:24.

12. What is the child’s responsibility toward his/her parents? 6:20-23, 15:5, 13:1, 23:22, 30:17, 30:11.

Overview of Proverbs II – Lesson 20
Proverbs (Waldron p.176-193) 
Wednesday November 18, 2009
Companions and Friendship
1. Consider these (and any other relevant) Proverbs and list some of the characteristics of a good friend and friendship: 17:17, 18:24, 27:10, 27:5-6, 27:17, 17:9, 27:14, 16:28-29, 25:17, 13:20, 28:7

2. What are some of the warnings against choosing wicked companions?  1:10-19, 22:24-25, 23:20, 24:1-2, 29:24.
Warnings against Sexual Immorality
Consider these Proverbs and answer the following questions (5:1-23; 6:20-35; 7:7-27; 22:14; 29:3, 30:20; 2:16-19.

3. How and by what methods does the adulteress allure?

4. What are the initial mistakes one makes that lead to this sin?

5. What are the results from this sin?

The Tongue
Consider these (and any other relevant) Proverbs and answer the following questions 12:22; 6:16-19, 10:18-19; 26:24-28; 21:6; 20:17; 6:24; 7:21; 16:27-28; 17:9; 11:13; 26:20-22; 11:9; 25:9; 20:20; 30:10-11; 10:11; 10:20-21; 16:24; 25:11; 15:23; 12:25; 15:28

6. List some of the negative uses of the tongue.

7. List some of the positive uses of the tongue.  Explain the aspect of timeliness regarding our speech.

8. Is it better to be a person of few words or of many words?

The Worthy Woman (as described by King Lemuel’s Mother)
9. Read 31:10-31 and list the characteristics of the worthy woman:

Conduct a survey of the book of Proverbs and list some of the characteristics of a fool.

Conduct a survey of the book of Proverbs and list the characteristics of a wise man:
Ecclesiastes I – Lesson 21
Ecclesiastes (Waldron p.194-204) 
Sunday November 22, 2009
Authorship:

Ecclesiastes is named after the “preacher” or “speaker” described as the author in the book.  The name, Ecclesiastes, is a transliteration of the Greek word for “master of an assembly”, related to our word “church”, or “assembly” (Greek, ekklesia).  The author clearly identified himself as Solomon by referencing several characteristics unique to Solomon:  “the son of David, king in Jerusalem … king over Israel in Jerusalem” (Ecclesiastes 1:1, 12).  After Solomon, all other sons of David were only kings over Judah.  The exclusive abundance of his wisdom, wealth, accomplishment, and wives also abundantly argues for Solomonic authorship (1:16-2:11).  However, beginning with Luther, several critics objected to this obvious and traditional view citing possible linguistic and historical discrepancies.  (The historical narratives do not mention or even allude to Solomon’s repentance.)  These critics suggest the author posed as Solomon to enhance the credibility of his truths.  However, this presents a dilemma of God either inspiring a deception or surrendering His guise designed to enhance His author’s credibility.  Furthermore, since when has the True Author required a boost of credibility?  Other critics have gone further by denying the inspiration of Ecclesiastes all together.  These troubling questions force this author to accept the text at face value:  Solomon was the author.

Key Phrases:

Several phrases occur repeatedly throughout the book and bear special notice:

· “under the sun” – This refers to life limited to what man can observe, experience, understand, etc.  This would be man’s perspective without faith’s assistance.  It is not necessarily atheistic, but it is limited.  Anything more would be transcendent and require miraculous (God’s) revelation.

· “vanity” – This word refers to the emptiness and lack of profit associated with a specific endeavor or plight.  Often, but maybe not always, the evaluation is performed from the perspective of life “under the sun”.

· “profit” – This word is used in reference to an ultimate return on life’s investment.  It is an essential measure of the worthwhile life.

· “labor” – This typically refers to the application of man’s life energy.  It is more than his day job.  It is the hope, dreams, and investment of his life.  For this, he seeks a “profit” or return on his investment.

· “evil” – Akin to “vanity”, evil is a negative evaluation of some action or result.  It may be moral, as in reference to wicked people or an unjust situation.  Or, it may be simply undesirable, as in an unhappy turn of events.

· “return” and “turn” – The author presents an evolving outlook as life’s events and his observations move the speaker from adhering to a mundane view toward a more spiritual view of life.  These phrases often mark the twists and turns as Solomon’s perspective shifts back and forth.

· “God” – Repeatedly, Solomon shows how life “under the sun” may encounter a “vain” or “evil” result for man’s “labor”, which moves us toward God.  In advising and directing a relationship with God, Solomon is advising us to lead a life that looks beyond the sun.
Theme and Purpose:

The primary purpose of Ecclesiastes is to offer experience, wisdom, and advice to the young (or weary), who need direction and encouragement regarding life’s purpose and realities.  Many critics and brethren believe this to be a cynical or depressing book.  However, much like the gospel itself, it contains both bad news and good news.  If we live in denial of the bad news (vanities and evils of this life, or the sin of our own lives) then the good news (hope of a life worth living, or hope of salvation) will be lost in the dismay, shock, and hesitance associated with accepting the bad news.

The applications abound, if one is willing to open his eyes and accept the truths presented by the “Preacher”:  Life “under the sun” is “vanity”.  There is no ultimate “profit” to be found for man’s “labor”.  All earth-bound paths toward fulfillment disappoint – some sooner than others.  God has deliberately made life so (Romans 8:20), in order to “goad” man towards Him (Acts 17:26-27).  The writer deals with various objections or dilemmas associated with a God-driven world, but he constantly comes back to that conclusion, and he shows us how to embrace that fact to find eternal purpose and profit in spite of life’s transitory vanities and evils.  He also offers practical advice to help us avoid many of life’s difficulties and excel in the God-given task.

For those who are young, this book is instructional and directive.  For the proud or self-willed, it is a warning and corrective.  For those who are naïve or living in denial, this book is a wake-up call.  For those confused or distraught by this life, this book is encouraging, resolving, and faith building.  For those who are atheistic, it is persuasive and evangelistic.  For the wise, it is honeycomb.
Outline:

Ecclesiastes is notoriously difficult to outline.  However, four discourses can be separated based on a similarly worded “conclusion”, found near the end of each discourse:

I. Fulfillment comes from God (1:1-2:26).

A. Man cannot find it himself or in this earth.

B. Enjoyment of life is a gift from God.

II. Man must trust God to realize his purpose (3:1-5:20).

A. God has a plan for all things.

B. Difficulties can be confronted, but not all can be answered or understood.

C. Man must trust God and enjoy what God has given him here.

III. Answers to inequalities of life (6:1-8:15).

A. Explanation of various difficulties related to trust in God for enjoyment and meaning.

B. Application to avoid and deal with various inequalities of life.

IV. Explanation of further discouragements and conclusion (8:16-12:14).

A. Importance and limitations of wisdom.

B. The need for diligence and optimism.

C. Follow God early and wholly.

This outline was adapted from Kasier’s little commentary on Ecclesiastes and from the Waldrons’ outline (p. 196), which they admit was also influenced by Kaiser’s book.

Questions will be taken from key passages, divided according to these discourses.

Discourse I: (Ecclesiastes 1:1-2:26)
“In this section Solomon argues that there is nothing in life on the earth that can be depended upon for joy and fulfillment.  The ability to enjoy life is a gift from God.” (Waldron p. 199)

1. How does Solomon’s observation that there is “nothing new under the sun” relate to the primary theme of the book?



2. Why is man unsatisfied?  Why does he seek fulfillment?



3. Why is it relevant that Solomon, specifically Solomon, exhausted all avenues for fulfillment and found nothing?



4. Clearly, wisdom is better than foolishness, so why does Solomon declare it as vanity?



5. How does God give equal enjoyment to the poor and the rich?


Discourse II: (Ecclesiastes 3:1-5:20)
“God has a vast plan into which man must fit.  That plan has a purpose, and we can understand enough of it to see that God is in charge.  But we can never understand it all, so that in the end we must depend upon Him.” (Waldron p.201)

6. What is the God given task for the sons of men?



7. Why has God given man this task?



8. How will injustices be reconciled?



9. What is Solomon’s perspective when he utters that man is no better than the beasts?



10. What are the various vanities of work?



11. Given the context, why is it important to guard your mouth before God?



12. How does one cope with the prosperity and wants (or, success and lack thereof) of this life?
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Discourse III: (Ecclesiastes 6:1-8:15)
“What Solomon does in this section is to take his conclusions that God is in control, and He alone can give meaning to our lives, and he defends those conclusions.  Often, when men see the inequalities of life and the seemingly unfair variations in divine providence, they say, “How can there be a God?”  How often people of the world, who do not know God at all, follow this line of reasoning.  Solomon deals effectively with these objections.”  (Waldron, p.204)
1. What is the question or quest that Solomon is seeking to answer in chapter 6?



2. What common point can you derive from the proverbs of Ecclesiastes 7:1-11?



3. What is the purpose of the inequalities that we observe, and how should we react (7:13-14)?



4. What was Solomon seeking (7:23-29), and do we know the answer today?



5. What power has God established to help prevent or resolve many of this world’s inequalities?  What are we to do when it fails?


Discourse IV: (Ecclesiastes 8:16-12:14)
“In this last section, Solomon does not introduce new material.  He ties up the loose ends and draws his grand conclusion.  He acknowledges that no matter how wise we get, or how much we learn about life, there are still mysteries we cannot fathom.  He strongly urges that we not allow these mysteries to dampen our spirits, or to diminish our enthusiasm for life.  We must live life fervently in view of the fact that death will come one day, and that we will give God an account of the deeds we have done.” (Waldron, p.208)
6. Why can we not determine God’s favor (love) or disfavor (hatred) toward our choices?


7. How does Solomon say that we should act in light of such ignorance?


8. Contrast the “place” that wisdom ought to occupy with that which it too often occupies.


9. Why would the reader be discouraged from trying to truly live at this point?  What encouragement is offered?


10. Why should the youth spend his youth on God? 
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Summary
Song of Solomon, also called Song of Songs, describes a romantic courtship written in the form of a conversational play.  As the title indicates, the song is attributed to Solomon and there are no serious objections to his authorship. There are various interpretations given for this book and many find it difficult to understand the total number of characters involved, when each one is speaking, and the overall spiritual message of the book.  Some believe the book is a fictional or figurative allegory written to prophetically describe the future relationship between Christ and the church.  Others believe it was a real story but disagree over the number of primary characters and the story’s true intent.  Of those who believe it was a real story, some see only two primary characters, Solomon and his Shulammite bride.  And it is again suggested that this could be representative of Christ and the church.  However, there is no indication anywhere in the book or anywhere else in scripture that the story represents such an allegory or illustration.

A third view is that there are actually three primary characters, Solomon, the Shulammite and her shepherd lover.  This is the viewpoint that we will use in our study.  Keep in mind that this is a written as a play and there is no reason to assume the characters represent a real story.  Remember that the song employs the use of figurative phrases and terms that may sound odd to us.  Regardless of the specific interpretation taken, the book expresses the beauty of true love and the exhilarating feelings associated with courtship and (contemplation of) marriage.  This includes aspects of sexual attraction, but it is done so in a pure manner.

The basic story is about Solomon’s attempt to woo and court the young maiden by means of his wealth and power.  Though she is brought to his palace, her love for a simple shepherd is too much for Solomon to overcome.  The overall message of the book is that one can possess a love for another person that is so strong that they will not allow themselves to be lured away by another, even though they may be wooed and offered a life of luxury from someone as great as a king.

Our study will take the approach that there are as many as six characters in the play:

· Solomon the King.  He offers money, luxury and compliments to woo the maiden.

· The Shulammite Maiden:  She is a beautiful young maiden who grew up working in the fields.  Solomon has brought her to his court.

· The Shepherd:  A young man for whom the Shulammite cares. 

· Ladies of the Court:  They cannot understand why the Shulammite refuses the king and prefers the shepherd.

· The Shulammite’s brothers:

We will depart from the normal/question answer format and instead ask that you read the book thoroughly and if possible, read the pages from our text “Give Us a King”.
